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deception in it, of which they are not aware, the following familiar illuſtration occurred to me. 
Suppoſe the money that we pay in any one year for the expence of the Navy were in guineas, and 
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that theſe guineas were laid down upon a large table in a ſtraigbt line, and touching each other, 
and thoſe paid next year were laid down in another flraight line, and the ſame continued for a num- 
ber of years: theſe lines would be of different lengths, as there were fewer or more guineas ; and 
they would make a ſhape, the dimenſions of which would agree exactly with the amount of the ſums; 
and the value of a guinea would be repreſented by the part of ſpace which it covered. The Charts 

are exaftly this upon a ſmall ſcale, and one diviſion repreſents the breadth or value of ten thouſand 
or an hundred thouſand guineas as marked; Twith the ſame exatineſs that a ſquare inch upon a napmay 


- repreſent a ſquare mile of a cant. And they, therefore, are 4 e en of the real mm 
laid down in different 8 85 as it was originally wy away. N 
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Should there be any miſtake ad in this Work, or ſhould. mankind improve upon the idea, 
I hope it will be remembered, that. as this is the firſt, as it is new in its nature, it has a Oy 
claim- to the e of the Tt. both as: a invention and as a book. 


As the firft part of this, publiſhed in folio in 1 7755 is rendered of leſs value by mY fize 1 1 


reduced, thoſe Gentlemen who are Pale Me Y * Es the hs n, may have them gee 7 
r to the nant 1. 


coN 


7 N NM - 
N * p * n 4 % 5 f 
. y 1 
* 
mY 
* 
* 
1 c 2 PTY 
, R : * 
1 oo 5 0 . * * 
þ : »= ge: IF 0 : : 
oy * * A % 
X * : 
"2.4 s 4 -. F THO - . N 
a5 3 4 | © 
6s Fa ; — a * * Fo * ' 4 i = od LY 
% * me - s * 
U 


Po 


SE, 1 Ws J 


' IntroduRtion 3 ” » 3 „ TORO OTS. 
15 of Exports and Imports to aud from ALL PARTS, 3 . e qt 


from the Year 1700 to roo, | 5 | 
2 Exports and Imporis to and from 1n31.A0, | „ Q 
3 ———To and from GERMANY, - - - - - + 13 
4 —————T and from the WEST INDIES, - - - - - - „ - - _I5 


— — To and from ALL NORTH AMERICA, NT OT On 2, Bia h OESOEDES . 
Contents of five Charts in Number 221,22 


Exports and Imports to and from ELA, 7 5 3 
6] from the Year 1771 fill 1782 inclufive 6 5 7% — 8 25 

* Ragan — to and from the EAST * VF = 31 
—To and from FRANCE, > wn —» 35 


— 


hy —— „ = ©». on - Wi 39 
10 ——To and from. Russia, * „ e e e \ 14 

Contents of five Charts in Numbers * ee nen 45,46 
11 « Reports ang Imports to and from NORTH umnica, for eighty Years, Frome he ES 
— 7 and from rana CANARIES, - W 


5 


— rr 
, 2 * 238 I 15 n TN 2 3 $ - # = 1 , 8 uy * 3 EIN N Wis ug ag 9 


N 1 BF r N 78 7 ers 2 neuen oor er ors 1:75" 14 ne „ „„ e eee 
t : : ” — 


1 
at” 
ty 1 
* * ; 
Fas Ae k - 
e tne ov oy 
—_ * — 8 * 


2 
* 


n 
* gd, 9 228 
| OR « Ley * 
Wo ENS . 
* = 7 „ 
* * 


) a LS US HO, or 


13 — ＋9 and from the STRAIGHTS, 5 - > 

14 To and from the BALTIc, — — 5 

15— To and from TURKEY, 5 Wi im wk 
Contents of five Charts in Numbers, on * 


17 — To and from that part of AMERICA now the UNITED STATES, 


18 — o and from DENMARK and NORWAY, = = = 
19 —— To and from SPANISH WEST INDIES, „ 
of — —— o and from GREENLAND, 
20 7. . 
3 ——To and from BERMUDA, , „ 
21 — and. Fs ta. and from SWEDEN, <= 4. 
. ee — —=— ＋o and from GUERNSEY,. JERSEY, and ALDERNEY, ? 


3 ——— EP” and from PORTUGAL and MADEIRA, N 


24 — o and from FLANDERS, - - 4 


25 5 Exports and Imports of SCOTLAND to and from allpart fer th Hear 7 780-81 tl, 
Contents of fix Charts in figures, 


* U e ACCOUNTS. 


W. 1 Chart of National Debt gy the 4 of King 2 ill | i 


the end of theW ar with America, 
27 Progreſs of a Sinking Fund of one Million applibd to pay the Deb, * 


— 


28 Amount f the Debt, ſuppoſeng it had been * on Annuities of Jifteen Nears, 


16 Chart of Exports and Imports to and from HoLLAnD, 2M „ - 


— wy * 4 * — Dr + 
r + AID. T * x TUO Py 455,097 meg? £5 "Weng Ae 1 * nern * 7 
r — —_ OT EE SLICE 1 A 7 


. RT TR ep men wyeragr EE e D — FN a 

2 8 50 HC Rn L . — rea 2556. 3 

ME. ute hit Ian ! . —— De —ebh ew 
a . n 8 . 1 ; N 1 : 2 ö . ' YEW a 9 ** "Ms * 


rn 2 & . 


29 Intereſt of National Debt 1 the Revelation, - 129 

30 Chart of Probable Increa of Intereſt during the payment of the Dar, = 131 

31 Money granted for Services, from the Tear 1722 mill Fe 5, TY TOs 135 

32 . of Navy from 1722 fill 1785, . - 137 

33 Expence of Forces from 1722 fill 1785, „„ — 139 

= YE © —Of Ordnance during the ſame period, - - „„ 141 
=_ Chart ſhewing the Amount of Exports to all parts, the Balance in de vg 

= 352 of England, and the Intereſt of National Debt for eighty years, | 43 


Mn. coRR V. CHARTS OF IRISH AFFAIRS. 


Letter fram Mr. Corry to the Author, 555 = 5 145 
Dedication to the Right Hon. Fohn Fofter, - - - — 147 
Preface and Explanation of his Charts, — - 149 
36 Revenue and Expences of Ireland from 1700 to 178 55 — | 
37 Revenue collected by Commiſſioners of Stamp Duties, and 1 of Collection, 0 


38 Revenue collected by Commiſioners of Cuſtoms 2 3 with _— x e, ä 
39 Debt and Credit of Ireland, - 


40 Exports and Imports of Ireland 1 a 2 years, ET. © = 


—— 


4 F 
8 
» p , * 
* wry we ua yr yy FR 4 s + 
* . 75 1 "Is eee r a * 1 — * p 
N 5 : * 7 1 1 „ e eg 1 Wah act tb rn TE UT er, Hoy worry wg #4 Co 13 * „ 1 My a af 4 I's „ # 1 A, * 4 N 9 
, : / 4 "#4 F ? 4 2 : 2 * 1 — nf - * 4 „ = PH 1 * * 


RT 


* 


e e AL OG e a unfe ION Ont v4 A * reren 


N 


: ” 
* * 7 ; * . 
n 3 R * * 
& - ws 
pc 4 : y ; 
oy * 7 - 7 . . 
2» 1 2 
* - * o 
. a = 0 * 
1 4 " 5 * * 
2 * «* F © 
= . 1 
” * D - b. 
2 
o ou L 1 . : 1 
: me 70 % ; ; 4 
be” 4 * 5 * I 7 
* , l : : 
— x 7 
* ; . p : 
» ; a 1 
7 : 4 w ; a 5 * 
4 * * 
f * * N 
* 9 * N ö 
4 « a : * . 
br 8 : : 
. F * ; 
4 b — * : . — f 
4 . . bp Fg - & : 
0 % ö — K b 
; 7 : ; 
Sv mh «1 Em #8 > ny F 
74 . in 4, 
i bs 
7) - 1 «i : 
h „ 
19m - e 
. : d ; 
7 4 Lo 0 * N S Ld. . - * » . 
* * b Ry 4 . | an 
* = * o 
* A . x £1 * 2 2 * 1 
x « - > .4 & 4 ” N ” 4 5 | 
l 4 8 4 4 
£ wy pe * L £ 
* * 3 7 1 — £ — A. 
& k Lu © %. # 4 * 0 
. . 7 * 
. OY + £.% : Wy 
| 1 5 * ad y £ YE 2 
* % 6 8 * * N i 4 $ 
4 . - o 4 , p 
*. & ; m 
1 * . 5 
f 1 : | 
* F * 14 W's. ; * * an n Tas. ws . 
Fa x « Li & 
N 1 " x 2 p * 4 
: £ - * = * © 4 eh PY BF - 4 * 4 
5 1 4 - * - * 4 4 4 * 
76 J 
n 7 2 
* 1 
1 . . £ 
. 4g " N * 
5 * 5 . 7 8 
} E . . * 7 
1 * n * — . 
j 2 #4 b hy . 5 » 
'T E _ 7 0 
F $5 
R * F 4 * 
» Ca Cc ” 
3 * * s 
4 Þ N . * » 2 * 5 J 8 
a \ 
g 2 — . 5 \ | 
- 'y 4 * - 
2 - * 
$ i F4 — * * * v f 
1 8 g ; 
h 5 n — 1 » e o z f 1 
. ® * . o ; F 
$$: 251 2: i FF o 
4 : = # > ow \ j 3 
N 1 x ; 4 ; | 5 we 1 
2: 7 / . 1 N P 7 a 4 1 5 . 
4 * * £ * * 5 * _ 
— 0 % 0 Ka * 4 „ : 
* * * * 1 1 4 * * 8 
8 - - . 4 Fr ks [1 . \ 5 
> % & th 
23 * 
73 N p bs ' 
Þ * . ® 1 
< 7. 1 3 n 4 BY | ? 
2 : 9... 4 
o . * P 5 3 l N * 0 ; 
7 4 - — FX a 


* 5 5 2 
* k = N 
* ” * 3 ; 
2 3 * Ba 
: * * ; 
þ 7 þ A 
—_ A a 8 5 4 : 0 
＋ 1 * 1 * 4 
* * n 
: — 4 * . A s 
3 \ * . K 
i 3 ; ; Y 
3 .- : 
k 1 


* 
, Fo 4 * . * 
5 " 
> . 
. 
o 
* 
. $9 i « 
« 
0 „ 4 E N 
p * 
. 
' 
; o 
* 
. 
2 5 
* 
4 ; 
* ©: | 
. 
— 
* 
\ 
. 
„ 
£ 4 
0 
i 
i 3 
\ 
* 
” * 
* , 
* 4 1 
N - 
„ — 
5 
« * * » 
0 4 ? 
5 * 
1 * , 
„ 2 1 
. - * a 
— A ? ; 
; N * ” . ; 
" „ 
{wk * A 
U 1 * 4 
\ 2+ = . 
” . 
8 * 
— * b * : 
* " 


1 
/ 
* 


LE oe 

IF 
1 
— 

- 

i 
. 
N 
* 
* 

5 

* 


* 
- 

1 
* 


3 
x . 

* *. 
4 
* K 
* 4 — 1 

* 
” 
2 


Z ; 
> N 5 
1 52 = \ 
= 4 
« + \ * 4% 


N * 
rd 
3 Fd 
. - 
* 
8 
3 
: 
* 
; 
7 
35 
: 


* Na ©... . : . | of 
425, 5 e ö : 8 x 8 
N er 2 n 5 Mm * * pe "dif Yar oy ag: 4 , . q » : 85 its 2 * $ >, 
5 * * r e a=, N N deen erde 7 y OS yp wr 
N — ' 5 8 : p DP nr 


A - a 

v : . „ ” * "4 , % 1 
we 4 4 : *% 4 * : " <a ma. 
F leere 0 ' 


8 the purpoſe 7 hs following Charts i is to convey information in a a diſlinẽt 1 ealy man- 
ner, like Hiſtory, the chief? merit that they can have is truth and atcuracy. 5 
The mode here adopted for conveying information is accurate in its principle, though in tlie 
execution it may be liable ſometimes to error. I have, however, ſpared no pains to avoid mi- 
ſtake, and have added Printed Tables at the end of each Number, that, by compariſon, their 
errors, if they have any, may be dete&ed. | 
In obtaining information, there is, however, no poſſibility of getting exactly at the true 
amount, either of exports or imports; but the errors are not great; and being equal or nearly 
10, x differen periods, do not prevent the proportion of increaſe or decline from being trily re- 
reſente 
K Until the commercial affairs of this country came to be upon a very large ſcale, and until they 
became more flouriſhing, as well as more complex, than thoſe of other nations, they requi- 
red not any very great portion of our attention. And, as the facts that we had to reaſon from 
were but few, any ſyſtem or theory founded upon them could be but very imperfe&, and was 
therefore the leſs neceſſary. Indeed, till of late, the true intereſt of trading nations was 
very imperfectly underſtood. A few facts and obſervations, ill explained, and unconnected by 
arrangement, comprehended our knowledge on that important ſubject, when a work appeared, 
that, like an immenſe gleam of light, diſcovered, and laid open every part of that intricate 


ſyſtem. A reformation was then effected in our commercial creed, like that which was produ- 
ced by Sir Iſaac Newton in mathematics and aſtronomy “*. 


* | The 
* An inquiry into the nature and BAY of the wealth of nations by Dr Adam Smith, which is 0 complete and 


extenſive a work, that there is ſcarcely any phenomenon in commerce that it does not account for, in the moſt 
clear and fatisfaQtory manner, and conneQs the whole into one ſyſtem. 
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The advanced ſtate of commercial affairs, and their intricacy, are by no means theonly reaſons 
that require them to be made the objects of particular attention. The preſent politics of Europe, 
by endeavouring to preſerve a balance of power among nations, reduces the wealth of ſtates to 


a law ſomething like that to which fluids are ſubject. Whatever riſes above its level is indu- 
ſtriouſly brought down, Particular care ſhould therefore be taken of our trade, which, more 


than any other circumſtance, ſeems to attract the envy of other European nations. The fluctua- 
tions alſo to which human affairs are liable, ought to make us doubly circumſpect in proſperity, 
as we know that it is in the height of ſucceſs that the ſeeds of adverſity are moſt frequently 
fown. . 5 Th 

After having obſerved all the nations of the world running one general courſe, luxury and 
power ſucceeding to barbarity and want, and in their turn giving place to indolence and po- 
verty, we have little excuſe in neglecting thoſe things that conſtitute the good of the preſent 
day, and the foundation of our preſent grandeur. RE 

Should this Work meet with the favour of the Public, it will be continued, as an index, point- 
ing out the ſtate of our commercial health; and, ſhould I meet with that aſſiſtance in procuring 
materials that I have reaſon to expect, it may probably be extended, and made much more 


complete than at preſent it would be proper poſitively to undertake, =» 
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in many caſes, been attended with much advantage ; it has'often rendered e: accu- | 
rate a conception that was in itſelf imperfect, and acquired with difficulty. oo er en 
Figures and letters may expreſs with accuracy, but they never can repreſent either number or * 
ſpace. A map of the river Thames, or of a large town, expreſſed in figures, would give büt ß 
very imperfect notion of either, though they might be perfectly exact in every dimenſion; moſt 
men would prefer repreſentations, though very indifferent ones, to ſuch a mode of painting. 
In an affair of ſuch conſequence as the actual trade of a country, it is of much importance to 1 
render our conceptions as clear, diſtinct, and eaſily acquired, as poſſibbteeeee. 
Hitherto few men are much acquainted with the general trade of Britain, or even with any 
particular branch of it, on account chiefly of the imperfe& and difficult way of acquiring ts 
Information, that is imperfectly acquired, is generally as imperfeQly retained; and a man 
who has carefully inveſtigated a printed table, finds, when done, that he has only a very faint | 
and partial idea of what he has read; and that like a figure imprinted on ſand, is ſoon to CT 
eraſed and defaced. C ĩ ĩ OS 
The amount of mercantile tranſactions in money, and of profit or loſs, are capable of _ „ 
as eaſily repreſented in drawing, as any part of ſpace, or as the face of a country; though, till! 
now, it has not been attempted. Upon that principle theſe Charts were made; and, while the 
give a ſimple and a diſtinct idea, they are as near perfect accuracy as is any way uſeful. 8 k ; . 
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. ng any one of theſe, Ch 3 a ſufficiently. di impreſſion will be 

Faw . made, to remain unim wh i for a conſide e, e idea which does remain will be 

„ cluding the duration and the amount. Men of great rank, or 

ention to general outlines ; nor is attention to particulars of 

a general information: And it is hoped, that, with the aſſiſt. | 
ul be got, without the fatigue and trouble of ſtudying = | 


increaſing and decreaſing branches $87 G0 75 
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on of pounds each. The diviſions that paſs from 
ch. The crooked lines of exports and imports are meaſured off upon 
| ACCON ding to the cents of the Tables added at the end. E 2 £65 en 
in the year 1750. Obſerve where the line of exports paſſes the line 
100 ing. on the right hand margin, you will find it 12,650,000. The line 
25 0,000 3 and the difference between theſe two, which is 5,400,000, is | 
5 ce that year in our firvour. In the fame manner, the amounts of expor?;, imports, and balance, for 
. . 2 other year, may be 2 upon any of the harte ; —_ a e, little wege will enable one to tell by | 
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FN the General Chart of Exports and Imports, which may 
t the nation, the ideas excited by obſerving, at one view, th . 1 of © 
merce for a period of ſeventy years, are pleaſing as well as uſef Il. It is agreeable to com 
hend, at a ſingle glance, the affairs of a nation as completely as we can thoſe of an indi 
and to obſerve, that, in the year 1771, our commerce had increaſed nearly to t 
was in the beginning of this century. „ Hoy e, 
It is not, indeed, equally pleaſing to obſerve, that, in the ſhort period of ten fol 
the ſame commerce had decreaſed as much as the induſtry of men had raiſed it in forty-for i 
preceding ones. In the year 1781, the exports were only as great as they had been in the year | 
1727. The imports, it is true, were greater; ; but then ey were alſo greater than our exports 
in the ſame year. $ 5 ee een bo og, Fares © eg : 
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It is not to the preſent purpoſe to explain cauſes, but to repreſent ects as they. really are. 
If, however, a conjecture were to be hazarded, it might be obſerved, that, till about the year 
1750, our riches had increaſed more rapidly chan our luxury; but that ever ſince, till the 7 
1771, our luxury, or expences at home, increaſed above their uſual. proportion. The increaſe - 
of luxury did not, however, affect our welfare, nor impede our ſucceſs for at that time 
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EE nar) - became more diſtruſtful than they had any good reaſon to be, as 

IO le e effects began to be leſs felt; and the evil would ſoon - 
more laſting and a greater misfortune then commenced, under the 
AMERICA; which, in fact, was no more than the total miſgi- 
t bad never anſwered, and which, had the abandonment 
well quit af, It was the expence of abandoning the 
zitſelf, that precipitated evil on the commerce o 
tic Ocean, it would not have had half the b 
occaſioned the ſudden fall in 1772, now occ: 
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4 | e a. But the immenſe expence of laſing America deſtroyed the more 
= at degree allo, We had 100 millions more employed in trade in 1771 


that ſum could bring was eight millions a year. One cauſe ot 
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This artificial capital was. pre a gre ce than 5 per cent, per annum, often at more than 16 per 
but ſtill it encouraged trade. It muſt be à miſtake to ſuppoſe that a high rate of intereſt always hurts trade ; 
W rate is ſurely better, but it is the e ee not the cauſe. For a more full explanation of this, ſee 
Zu Tncreaſe of Manufuctures, Commerce, and Finance, þ 


. 


. 2 
- 6h 
FRIES 


nance, propoſed in R egulations for the Intereſt af Money, page 13. 
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T In former wars, the capital has alſo been withdrawn ; but, during former wars, there was a 
circumſtance that prevented the effects from being ſo much felt: The artificial capital raiſed by 
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credit was not fo great, and had not been {ſtretched to the utmoſt, as in latter times; it therefore 
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increaſed, and made up for the deficiencies in real capital, ſo that the national loans were not 


mult all be derived from the papers and books belonging to the Cuſtom-Houſe ; and, did it 


then ſo hurtful as they are now. 


* 
* 


It is probable that, unleſs a long peace intervenes, to enable us to increaſe our capitals, every 


future loan will be attended with the ſame decay of trade. 
Without making uſeleſs reflections on what is paſt, our buſineſs is, to take as expanded a 
view as poſſible, of all circumſtances, and to conſider, from the paſt and the preſent com- 


plexion and appearance of things, what probably it may be beſt to do, not forgetting that the 


politics of a nation, acquiring wealth by commerce, is widely different from that of a nation 10 


getting riches, either by conqueſt or colonies. The firſt of theſe we have it not in our power to 


enjoy; and experience has taught us the fatality and uncertainty of the latter. Induſtry and at- 
tention ſeem much more deſerving of our dependence, as they are the only real ſources of 


wealth, and cauſes of proſperity. | 


It is to be remarked, that the real balance in our favour is ſomething greater than it appears to : 


be; for the Eaſt and Weſt India trades are againſt us, though, in the end, a grea part of that 
returns with thoſe individuals who come home to ſettle, and bring their wealth with them. The 
information contained in theſe Charts is as accurate as can well be obtained. The information 


not require ſo long a time to bring them up, we might have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the Charts 
continued to the laſt year. The plan is not much different from that of Lord Sheffield's, 


in his uſeful and ingenious work, as far as it relates to exports and imports. 
Small variations in the exports and imports muſt be conſidered merely as matters of chance; 


it is only from conſiderable alterations that any weighty concluſion is to be drawn. 
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R 0 M the beginning of this canary; till the year 1720, we find the trade ar 1 to e 
Fus have been a very inconſiderable one, and that the balance, though very ſmall, was not in | ; 
our favour. - 
From that period, however, this branch of trade us increaſed with conſiderable rapidity and 
regularity, both in the whole amount and the balance, which ever fince has been in fa- 
vour of England. About the time that the trade with lreland was made more free than it had 
before been, that progreſſive increaſe became ſlower, inſtead of more rapid. Though perhaps 
it might not be eaſy to foreſee this, yet is it by no means a ſtrange phenomenon; nor ought it | 
to excite wonder if theſe privileges ſhould continue to be rather hurtful than pore. to: i 
Ireland, at leaſt for a conſiderable time yet to come. ' ? 
| GED Before the lriſh nation had been ambitious ot rivalling England in manufactures and com- | 
1 merce, their capital and their labour were employed in thoſe things that were moſt naturally the 
I productions of that country. Had their induſtry or wealth been too great to find employment on 
ſuch objects, any liberties tending to increaſe that field would have enriched the country Un- 
luckily for Ireland, however, the very contrary was the caſe : theſe very liberties produced a 
different effect, and their views were diverted to objects which to them were much leſs advanta- _ 
geous ; juſt as much fo as if they had cultivated the vine in preference to the potatoe. 
The evil, however, did not reſt here; for manufaQures are of all things the moſt difficult to 
tranſplant, becauſe the habits of the people muſt change before they can thrive *, and alſo be- 


cauſe. 
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That this is true, may eaſily be ſeen in England, and in every country, as women and children aſſiſt in e- 
very conſiderable local manufacture, and muſt de bred up to it. In countries that manufacture linen or woollen, 
women and children univerſally card or ſpin; and, when once bred up to that, they could never handle a ham- 
mer or a file with any degree of dexterity. Many women about Birmingham and Wolverhampton never ſaw a 
ſpinning-wheel ; but they are very expert at making nails, buttons, buckles, &c. &c. No manufaQure where 
women and children do "ou part of the work can be tranſplanted in leſs than a lifetime, and ſeldom then. 
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i r d. 
+ cauſe they muſt be loſing manufactures, till they come to ſuch perfection, as at leaſt to equal 
+ thoſe of other countries. Nature has in general been ſo careful to point out, by difference of 
climate, ſoil, or ſituation, the manufactures that ſuit a country beſt, that it is our fault when 
we miſtake her intention; and whenever recourſe muſt be had to prohibitions, praemia, and 
fuch things, to encourage common trade, there is reaſon to fear that ſome miſtake has been com- 
mitted. Theſe buſineſſes that thrive beſt with people who have great plenty of capital are the 
very worit for thoſe who ute not rich, as they bring on a very unequal ſort of a competition, 
which is generally hurtful tö the poorer party, though, when carried on with much moderation, 
it ſometimes ends differently; and the attentive induſtry neceſſary to that deſcription of men 
has frequently in the end triumphed over the affluence of the rich and negligent. 145 
The diſadvantages Ireland laboured under would not have been complete, had not their at- 
tention and efforts alſo been turned to making themſelves of political conſequence. That large 
branch of trade carried on by volunteers, only for home conſumption, completed the diſappoint- 
ment, and it became neceffary to aſt greater advantages, as thoſe already granted had proved 
madequate to enriching the country. - 5 2 ON NS, 
Should any thing like a ſeparation of intereſts ever take place between England and Ireland, 
it will be to their mutual diſadvantage, but chiefly to that of the latter. England will loſe ſome 
power, and Ireland the means of getting rich. 3 A nA 1 
In any diſpute between two countries ſo connected as England and Ireland, the richer nation 
has at firſt the diſadvantage ; it has nothing to get, and much to loſe; the other, on the contrary, 
has much to expect, and 1s not afraid of loſing any thing : theſe operate in producing preſumption 
in the one, and timidity in the other. When, however, a diſagreement has fairly come to a 
head, and force comes to be oppoſed to force, the matter is intirely altered; and though the 
interference of other powers may render unſucceſsful the advantage of the richer, they can nei- 
ther alleviate nor remove thoſe evils that attend the poorer country, which do not end with the 
conteſt, but are continued and extended on account of the ſelf-defence and other expences of go» 
vernment. 8 5 
Were 
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wpoe.ere it not too preſumptuous to decide upon a queſtion ſo agitated, as that now of the trade 
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of Ireland, there is ample room for obſervation : And it is to be lamented, that the ambition of 
the one to get, and the tenacity of the other to keep, are both carried to a go height. 


1 The intereſt, however, of both countries requires an Union; and juſtice demands it ſhould 
„ de upon fair principles: it would be —_— an inſult to the judgment of the leading men on 
the different ſides of the channel to ſuppoſe that they thought any good could poſſibly art m 

1 a a ſeparation. The caſe has frequently been aſſimilated to that of North America, though it is 

* very different, and reſembles not, in any reſpect, a portion of that Continent, which, extend- 

ning almoſt from the torrid to the frigid zone, nature never could intend as an appendage to 

| a diſtant, a luxurious, and a divided iſland, „„ 5 e 
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gagements. 
rt, are, in their nature, to us the moſt advanta 
thence are chiefly raw materials, and our exports conſif 
value of which is derived from the labour and art in making; fo that they 
vantage, and are a ſource of greater riches to us than twice the trade might be, if che 
were of greater intrinſic value. | , 
The articles exported to Germany are chiefly of the ſort that the Germans manufacture them 
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HE trade with Germany, very conſiderable in its amount, is alſo from ite m 
the moſt advantageous branches of our commerce. 
ſo early diſtinguiſhed the individuals of that nation accompanies Rill all hee mereanti 
Beſides this circumſtance, in all caſes fo deſirable, che articles which we _; 
geous. Thoſe that we import from 
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ſelves. That country, which has frequently given both government and arts to modern Europe, - 
and which to this day produces the very beſt artiſts, was unlucky in having ſtrict laws "made," 
relating to freedoms and corporations, at an early period, when the miſtaken notion prevailed, 
that manufactures were improved and encouraged by ſuch privileges and reſtrictions. It has 
been owing to this circumſtance that we have often ſupplied them with articles, the art and 
manner of making which had originated in their own countfr. 
The Germans excel in goodneſs of work, but by no means in diſpatch of buſineſs. Individuals 
there, are taught from their firſt going to learn trade, to conſider excellence of workmanſhip as 
the thing of all others the moſt deſirable to be attained ; and in that habit are they brough 
up, till it is too late to alter. This diſpoſition in individuals has prevented them from manufac- 
turing cheap, many articles which they can make much better than any other nation in the world. 
The nature of buſineſs in Britain, which is often calculated more for diſpatch and low prices, 
than for the goodneſs of the article, enables us to underſel them much; and, particularly for 


theſe twenty years laſt paſt, our dexterity and improvements in arts having advanced ama. 
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conſequence, the balance in our favour, from the year 1 760 to 1770, was not ; 
| 6 : 
10 n a million on an average. + L 


Emperor, however, who is always awake to the intereſts of his country, has 
T far as poſlible, and'always. diſcouraged, thoſe bad monopolizing laws, which 


5 
* 


dhe German difpofition, very averſe to changes, is not willing to have repealet. 5 
t ; This in time may diminiſh our commerce with that country much more effectually than pro- 1 
hlubito ory laws, which they otherwiſe would, ſooner or later, have found it their intereſt to re. 
peal. It is probably owing to the internal improvements in manufactures there, that our ex- 
RE _on have begun to diminiſh, as far back as the year 1776. We may have leſs, but it is not | 


„ 


"Ip that we "hall ever loſe the trade to Germany, as the benefit is mutual, and ſeems to ori- 
Rte in the nature of the inhabitants, and of the productions of the two countries. 
Should, however, the prohibitory laws be rigorouſly executed, we ſhall loſe one of the moſt 
| aan branches of our commerce. Thoſe who talk of ſmuggling Britiſh manufactures 
into Germany, diſplay the moſt conſummate ignorance of the ſubject : they are comparing with 
_ the almoſt ſpontaneous productions of the luxurious Eaſt, the laboured manufactures of an induſ. 
trious country; and they are comparing knives and ſcifars to tea and brandy: they are igno- 
rant of the prime coſt of the articles, and of that material circumſtance, that the identity of the 
one is cafily proved and that of the other generally very-doubttul. | 


tl 


3 


8 The improvements in manufadtures i in this country may perhaps be better judged of from the number of 
| travellers in ſtage coaches, than any other circumſtance. About forty years ago there was only one ſtage coach 
came from Derby to London, ſixteen times in a year, fourteen times in ſummer, and twice in winter; now there 
are as many or more in a fortnight. | 
3 - It was not unnſual for manufaRurers from inland parts to get their goods ready, and put them in a London 
. waggon, which they accompanied to town, either riding in the waggon, or walking by it; when they had ſold 
bs 8 oy 0 F.goods to a London merchant, they went back and made more, | 
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w 5ST LNDIES | 


| HE poſſeſſion of the Welt India iſlands has proved of much advantage to Britain; and the 


I œbalance in this trade is of a nature totally different from that with any independent country. 
Though apparently againſt us, it is really in our favour. Did theſe iſlands import as much as they 
export, the poſſeſſion of them would not be of much value. Of the articles which we import from 


thence, part is again exported from this country. The planters alſo, and other ſettlers, who gene- 


rally return home, bring their wealth with them: So that in its nature it is very different from 
the other branches of trade, and even from that which was carried on with the Americans while 
they ſubmitted to our government. The trade with America was the ſame in its nature with _. 


any foreign trade, and the balance that fairly appeared in our favour was real gain. If we could 
trade with that extenſive country to as great an amount as we did before its independence, we 
ſhould be as great gainers as we then were, with the advantage of not being obliged to defend 
or govern ſo diſtant a colony, two things which we have always found to be very expenſive. E- 
very ſettler in America became an American ; every ſettler in the iſlands almoſt continues to re- 
main an Engliſhman ; ſo that, with Jamaica and the other iſlands, we may be ſaid to be carrying 
on an internal and not a foreign trade. With America it was entirely foreign. 


This trade was increaſing with immenſe rapidity before the war; and the decline for the laſt 


ten years was only a natural and a temporary conſequence, ariſing from the interruption it natu- 
rally met with. Its ſituation rendering it the moſt liable to interception poſlible, the fleets of 
France and Spain having the opportunity of deſtroying and taking our merchant ſhips, with very 
little trouble, and even without going out of their courſe to America, the theatre of the war. 
The Weſt India trade, beſides being very beneficial, is preſerved without much expence of 
money ; and, it is alſo to be hoped, without much danger of being loſt ; for it is free from all 


thoſe alienating tendencies that create revolt and rebellion. 


Theſe poſſeſſions, as deſirable for the wealth they afford, as infamous for being of the number 


of thoſe ſpots where European avarice triumphs over all the virtues of humanity, afford us rum 


and ſugar, at the expence of the lives and freedom of the much injured, and wretched inhabi- 


tants of Africa. 5 | 
Ss AMERIC A. 
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HE commerce of England has not in any inſtance experienced ſo rapid a decline as in its 
, , y TENT Toad £31 n 9 | 
Perhaps no kingdom ever formed a more great or noble ſcheme, than that of peopling, go- 

verning, and protecting an eighth part of the known world; and the honour of having attempt- 
ed it is all that now remains to England. The thing was in itſelf impoſſible, it was too great a 
project, and its principles were unſound. We expected that obedience from a child, that has 
only ſometimes been exacted from a ſlave. e ee 
There are particular ſpots on the earth that are rich by nature, and ſeem to court the yoke 
from the inhabitants of poorer countries. Such are the Spice Iſlands, and other places in the 
Eaſt Indies; the Weſt India iſlands, and ſome parts of South America; and great riches are 
derived from extending dominion over ſuch, and importing their produce. The Romans, in- 
deed, acquired riches by dominion over poor nations, but then it was by a tributary revenue, it 
was not a commercial one, neither were the nations founded and nurſed at their expence. 
The Britiſh empire followed a different plan from either of theſe, in peopling America. It 
was at the expence of peopling, protecting, and governing a diſtant country, the ſituation, ex- 
tent, and nature of which, were ſuch as inſured it liberty, whenever it thought proper to make 
_ the demand. wp WG Tere? bY e 
Things took their natural courſe, and America, always a very expenſive poſſeſſion, at laſt aſ- 
ſerted its own liberty, and was ſucceſsful. It has often been ſaid, that America was too im- 
patient, and threw off the yoke too ſoon for its own welfare. It might perhaps been better 
for America, but it would probably have been worſe for Britain, had it been leſs ambitious of 
independence: thoſe expences, which have already been ſo prejudicial, would ſtill have conti- 
nued, and the expence of loſing the whole would have come at a time when perhaps we might 
have been leſs able to ſupport it. | FT 55 
Notwithſtanding the failure of the project of preſerving America as a Britiſh colony, thqqad- 
vantage from American trade may probably be very great to England, No other countr 5 | 
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ſo well calculated to ſupply them with what they want; nor is any other country ſo capable of 
doing it. It is in vain to imagine that friendſhip or - gratitude to the French will make them 
deal with that country to their own diſadvantage ; it is equally vain, as to ſuppoſe that they 
would remain ſubje& to Britain after it ceaſed to be their intereſt. Can any ties to France be 
more Ong than thoſe to Britain once were? Nay, can they be half ſo itrong; ? If they are not 


=” ſtronger, they muſt be broke. i 4,41 Ha af 1 6 
1 Hiſtory, perhaps, does not furniſh a greater inſtance of the downfal of ambition, and the va- 


nity of human project, than Britain experienced in the revolt of America. The idea gf pre- ; 
ſerving it in a ſtate of dependence, was rapacious, impolitic, and unjuſt. Happy would it have 
been for both nations had it then been conſidered ſo by the mother country. England might 
have ſaid, We never expected to derive any other revenue from you, than what may be the 
© conſequence of a mutual trade; nor were we ever fooliſh enough to conceive that you would 
© ever trade with us but when it was your intereſt ; the extent of your coalts, and your diſtant 
and continental ſituation, prevent that. You are able, and you wiſh to be independent; let 
us part friends, and deal as extenſively as is our mutual intereſt ; that is all we can expect of 
each other. The trade to. America would in that event have been immenſe ; and it will 
yet be very great; for, though we perceive a moſt ſudden and great decline, yet that aroſe only 
from the circumſtances that operated during the war; and, in a few years, there can be no 
doubt that the trade will be greater than. it ever has been. The Americans, probably will not 
attempt thoſe manufactures with which they have and may be ſupplied from England. It will 
not be their intereſt to do fo for many years yet to come; and though it is not impoſſible that 
they may attempt it, it is very improbable that they will perſevere. The ſame diviſion of labour 
that takes place in ſingle manufactories, takes place alſo in towns, counties, and nations; and 
the advantages ariſing from it muſt have been very ſoon perceived ; for all nations are acquaint- 
ed with barter and exchange; and without diviſion of labour there would have been very little 
Er e b 
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land, or the Orkneys, would be the fitteſt p 2 
have all the riches to himſelf. We may pretty ſafely ſay, however, that they judge much bet- 
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The American trade requires great capital, for the money returns ſlowly; therefore pro- 
bably we may not be able to do to ſo great an amount for ſome years to come as we have done: 
but if we preſerve any ſort of friendſhip with America, as ſoon as it is our intereſt and inclina- 
tion, we ſhall find it in our power to ſupply them almoſt with whatever articles we pleaſe. That 
univerſal jealouſy of trade that pervades mankind, is the moſt narrow, illiberal thing in the 
world ; and when we wiſh well to England, we ſhould join in wiſhing well to Ireland and Ame- 
rica : The more money they get, the more we ſhall have from them. If individuals were to 


go upon the ſame principle, that the wealth ae neighbours is a loſs to them, the North of Scot- 
ace for an avaritious merchant ; for there he would 


ter who do buſineſs and affociate with people as rich as themſelves, 
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C HART OF TRADE FOR TWELVE YEARS, 


COMMENCING AT 1770. 


4 


OR the commencement of the preſent Chart, we have choſen that period when the trade of 
F England was in its zenith, when its extent far exceeded that of former times, and when 
our glorious commercial career experienced a reverſe, that leaves in doubt whether it will ever 
again be equalled, 700 | 5 CV 
The revolutions and events that filled up this late period, with reſpect to which the other 
tranſactions of this nation are but inſignificant, have worked a material change on the com- 
or ſituation of this country; it has been filled with events the moſt ſtrange and unprece- 

ented. | — e Corea ih | 
It is folly to let melancholy brood over the proſpects of adverſity; but it is imprudence to turn 
away from them the eye of obſervation, while attention or effort can either avert or alter the 
inauſpicious tendency. Such a caſe is the preſent, that to ſay we are undone? is folly, and to 
ſay that © we are not in danger”, is the moſt extreme degree of madneſs and inſanity. Endeavour- 
ing, then, to ſhun theſe extremes, it is our buſineſs to examine into and review our affairs intheir 
preſent ſhape, and making the true uſe of information, try from it to diſcover, what cauſes have 
formerly operated, and what may in future be the likely means of conducting our affairs upon a 
proſperous plan. 8 5 
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lc) he circumſtances that have been generally looked to, as being the true marks of national 


» proſperity, are, however, in their nature the moſt fallaeious. | . 


„ II hube riſe of funds, and the gaiety of thoſe who conſtitute the affluent part of the nation, have N , 
„generally been conſidered as indicating ſucceſs and proſperity. An Engliſh miniſter, at the TI et ae 


Hdd of the treafury, and ſurrounded by thoſe very fcenes of affluence that are but the marks of our 


+ a Rs decay, deigns not to conſider that it is from the itate of the /aborious, and not of the idle, that a 
iuſt concluſion concerning our praſperity can alone be formed; and when he perceives, or is in- 


„ formed, that the places of public diverſion are more and more crouded every day, concludes 


5 that we are daily growing richer, and more opulent. | 5 
„ I) be riſe of ſtocks afford alſo to the exulting ſtateſman, and to the credulous politician, the 
iime pleaſimg, the ſame agreeable conſolation. However beneficial theſe may be, as opiates to Th! 
TT | lull anxiety, hawever much comfort they may e to the wellwiffrers of their country, it is 
. neceflary to obferve, that it is but a detuſion, that they are no certain marks of its profperity ; N 
. nay, that they will be the certain attendants upon its decline. When a nation contracts debt in 
_ the manner that this does, alt thofe who receive the intereſt of money for theſe loans are living 
—  _wvithout refpedtto induſtry; and of thofe confift the greateft portion of the afſtuent and the gay. 
The more money that is borrowed, therefore, the greater muſt become the croud of the idle 
Ls and the affluent, who have no connection with any ſort of buſineſs, and who will naturally re- | 
5 ſtde in the capital, where their money is: thus does it appear, that the greater the debt, the 1 
| more luxurious and will the capital become; and it is only from the capital that any 9 5 ; 6 
| 3 at all can be formed, with refpect to luxury, by thofe who are at the helm of af- | 
atrs. „„ | Fo Er : e 
However fallacious an index this may be, in reſpect to pointing out the ſtate of our affairs, it n 
n is not fo totally unfair as the other method of computing, by the rife of ſtocks. Can there poſ- TS 
= -  fibly be any fet of people fo ignorant, as to fuppofe that an extenfion of trade produces an imme- 
Ro _ diate flow of money to inveſt in the funds? It is ſcarcely poſſible that, upon conſidering the eaſe 
. attentively, any one can be of that opinion; but it is nevertheleſs certain that moſt people think | 
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TOR TWELVE YEARS, oy 
ſo, j juſt becauſe they are led to that belief by the public prints, and by thoſe whoſe buſineſs, or 
whale intereſt it is to ſound the trumpet of public proſperity. 


As the extent of trade, and the amount of capital neceſſary to carry it on, bear a neceſſary pro- 
ion to each other, an extenfion of trade would require an increaſe of capital; but, as capital 


is only acquired by trade, an extenfion of it cannot immediately be obtained: that muſt be a 


work of ſome time; and therefore the firſt conſequence of extending trade is a want of money. 
The contrary of this is preciſely the caſe, when any thing happens that occaſions a decreaſe in 
the extent of our mercantile tranſactions. For then there is more than the proportional capital 
neceſſary to carry on the trade. Thus it happens, that whoever ſays we are thriving; merely 
becauſe funds riſe; ſpeaks without underſtanding ; for, at a very ſuperficial view, it is evident 
that, if trade flouriſhed much, people would prefer it to the funds; and by this cauſe they would 
for a while be kept down. Any great ſucceſs of trade, continuing for a number o + years, 


will certainly raiſe the funds; and their being high, is ſometimes a mark of paf! proſperity ; 
but never is it a ſign of great preſent extenſion of commerce, bnt rather of its decline. 


This, it may be obſerved, is ſuppoſing the riſes and falls of ſtock to exiſt on natural and rea- 
ſonable principles, which they do not always do. It muſt be owned they do not by any means; 
nor has national affairs any ſort of connection with thoſe temporary riſes which owe their exiſt- 


ence to a ſhadow, and their duration to a trick: but the long and durable riſes are another 


matter, and muſt be connected with national trade and capital; for they are the meaſure 
of that portion of our wealth which is not employed in buſineſs; and as that may be in- 


creaſed, either by enlarging our capital, or diminiſhing our trade, it can be no poſitive proof of 


either. 


It is of the more conſequence to conſider this hes attentively, as it t may probably hide 


the decliue of our trade and commerce for a conſiderable time, and therefore may be very dans 
gerous to the welfare of this country, 


There may proventy have been a variety of cauſes for the erident decline of our exports du 
| H 
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28 OBSDRYATIONS: ON TRADE 


ring the 3 now delineated, that are temporary, and therefore of little conſebuenee:; but 
there are ſome that are too laſting to be:overlooked.  -/.. 41226] Stork 
_ _. The taxes, which are very enormous, certainly maſt iin ann nnd dere confiderably z but 
they th the more pernicious, that many of them have been very injuiciouſly laid on They re- 
ſemble e, in ſome reſpects, a towa built by degrees. at different periods, and by different _ 
which is ſeldom either regular or commodious, They require much attention and reform 
ought to be inveſtigated with the moſt minute care and gecur sey. bo sh Sl 
The numerous and the immenſe burthens that the manufactures 1 ; have already 
ſuſtained, has occaſioned. a belief that they will bear them to almoſt any amount. Though it is 
true that burthens operate in ſome * in promoting induſtry, yet it is but to a very limited 
extent that they have ſuch a tenden y 5: and, as there muſt be a point vchere that ckaſes to he che 
operation, it is not unfair to 1 that the period when trade became affected, and began to 
diminiſh, was the ſame in which this took page We may, if e go by this. mals; feen the com- 
mencement of the laſt war for that era, when dur manufactures: would no-lofiger thrive under 
additional burthens; for the war alone could not have occaſioned decay of trade ſo: great as 
that to which we are now paying attention. There ſhould, be a ſeparate account kept of the mo- 


ney produced by every tax on -manufaQuureg;:: which ſheuld be paid great — to; and the 


moment it is found to diminiſh, an inquiry ſhould be mades if it: is found tobe. owing to the oper» 


ration of the tax itſelf, then there ſhould not be one moment loſt in ſubſtituting another tac in 


its place, at leaſt ſo far as to counteract the decay that it has-occaſioned. This may appear to be 
refining on taxation; but it is according to the true . upon which all taxes: 8 
be; 


ie Cr COT 16 V = 10 T3-7999-03 3X £2099 S177 301 wy 27 71 
Thee anthvr G- tis feceived 4 letter, fugreltich 6s above ide from a 1555 ERP once high. 4 admini- 


niſtration, in which, with great clearneſs and perſpicuity, a plan was laid down for the i of .A ** 
taxes now exiſting, which would certainly be of much _ to this country. | as 
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be; for they ſhould never be laid on fo as to prevent or deſtroy any manufacture, not even the 
molt trifling one that can be imagined *, = 


The preſent Chart is intended to exhibit a decline not unequalled during the continuance | 
of any former war; and it naturally leads into an inquiry into the cauſes to which it owes its 1 0 
exiſtence. In ſuch an inquiry it is neceſſary to ſpeak freely, or to be ſilent; and, whatever 
party it may ſeem to blame, or to approve, it ought to be unbiaſſed by either; nor ever 


ſhould the vehicle of truth, condeſcend to become the miniſter of faction, or the ſupport of 
cabal. | 
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* The reaſoning here, to prove that a riſe of ſtocks is not occaſioned by an extenſion of commerce, is falſe, ſo 
far as the money put into our funds by foreigners operates; but that is not to any very great degree, and does 
not inthe leaſt invalidate the general reaſoning upon the ſubject. | | | 
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HE Chart of our trade with India is given at this time, becauſe the affairs of 
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f that country 
are likely ſoon to become objects demanding the utmoſt attention, . 
Ihe queſtion will immediately ſuggeſt itſelf to every one: Does this ſmall Chart, does the 


inſignificant ſum here delineated, repreſent truly the tranſactions of a Company, whoſe con- 


fidential ſervants are princes, whoſe inferior officers. rival in wealth the richeſt nobility, and whoſe 


meaner fervants plunder, with impunity, the natural inhabitants of the richeſt and fineſt portion 
of the world? The diſproportion between the wealth that is acquired by their ſervants, and by 
the Company, 1s very evident at the firſt view ; nor is the cauſe itſelf very deeply concealed. 


All that part of the riches that come from India, which are originally got by rapacity, muſt be- 


long to individuals; for, if men are to paſs the line of equity, it will generally be in order to 
ſerve themſelves, and not for the purpoſe of enriching a Company of Merchants, who have never 
braved the dangers of war, or encountered the far more dreadful ones of an unhealthful eli- 
mate. 5 oy” al ie ta Ain 1 „ 4 s FT e . 
It does not ſeem that the affairs of India have ever been 
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While we have been fovereigns of that country, and preſerved it under a deſpotic military go- 


vernment, the deſire of ſelling in Europe the productions of Aſia, when they might with 
more advantage to ourſelves have been diſpoſed of upon the ſpot, has made it ſo complicated 


a ſyſtem, that it ſcarcely admits of any ſuch thing as good management. 
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It is not to be expected, that men of all deſcriptions, going to à diſtant country, and a dan- 


gerous climate, will return, without endeavouring to- amaſs fortunes, as ſome recompenſe for 
the loſs of health and conſtitution. Were it poſſiblè to prevent that, nobody would be found 
fooliſh enough to go to India: nor is there any inducement, leſs than that of a large fortune, 
which could make men do, what, even with that advantage, it is frequently a misfortune to have 


done. 
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done. The idea, however, of preventing thoſe various ſcenes of extortion that are ſaid to be 


ſtanding. To prevent unjuſtice, is it neceſſary to be unjuſt? To prevent oppreſſion, is it neceſ- 
ſary to be armed with the powers to oppreſs* Such, however, have been the modes propoſed 
for the removal of grievances in India. During the exiſtence of the Roman empire, there were 
_ caſes parallel, in ſome reſpects, to that of which we now ſpeak. The Roman governors ge- 
nerally plundered the provinces, and, returning to Rome loaded with riches, frequently underwent 
examinations. They, too, had their pains and penalties, and retraining bills, to prevent or to puniſh 


this evil: and, as the features of Roman law were ſtrong, as even their popular government was 


pretty arbitrary, they ſoon enacted very ſevere laws againſt this ſpecies of oppreſſion. The conſe- 
quence generally was, that, before a governor dared attempt to meet an inveſtigation, he not onl 

brought home a fortune, but immenſe ſums, to ſecure, by bribery and e e what he had not 
from juſtice to expect. The provinces then groaned under a double load of oppreſſion. This, it is 
probable, may be the caſe with India. Indeed, there can be little doubt that it wi be the caſe: 


for, beſide the example furniſhed by the Roman world, there is a fact that might be evident to 
any obſerver, with regard to crimes and puniſhments : that, when puniſhments are very ſevere, 
they increaſe the enormity of the: crimes they were intended to prevent; and they diminiſh the 


number, only, when there is a poſſibility of keeping altogether clear of tranſgreſſion. 


As all people who go to India, even though they may be very good ſort of men, are under 2 
neceſſity of getting more money than the Company allows, they muſt tranſgreſs that line, the 


paſſing of which ſubje&s them to puniſhment ; and, when once paſſed, the utmoſt ſeverity can 
only act as it did with the Roman governors, by making rapacity ſtill more rapacious. 

Should it be propoſed to put laws ſo very rigorouſly in force, as to prevent all bribery, or 
corruption of every ſort, then might it indeed prevent the evil of which we have been ſpeaking; 


but then alſo another would ariſe. The rich adventurers in India, preferring the unwholeſome 


climate in which they acquired their wealth, to the inſolence of office, and the law's delay, 's 
FE 5 the 
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practiced upon the unhappy inhabitants of that rich country, was an honour to the human 
heart; but the manner in which it has been attempted has not done equal credit to the under- 
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the horrors of a dungeon, and that which of all things is the moſt unſupportable, infamy and 
diſgrace in their native country, would never return ; and India, after evading our efforts to go- 
vern it right, would govern itſelf; they would open their ports to the nations of the weſt and of 


the north, and they would become themſelves the richeſt nation in the world. They have but 


unanimouſly to paſs the vote, and they are not a moment longer the ſubje&s of Great Britain. 
To what reſources could we apply, to wage war upon an army of veteran Europeans, at the 
diſtance of almoſt half the globe, and poſſeſſing wealth, and property, and gun-powder, to de- 
fend themſelves againſt us, for a longer period than we could perſiſt, even were we to mortgage 
our country ? Irs. — 


The matter reſts upon a very ſimple principle, that the riches acquired there are proportioned 


4 


to the evils encountered in acquiring them. If we increaſe the evils, the advantages muſt in- 


creaſe alſo, elſe the ſyſtem will be deſtroyed. 


. Thus, it would appear, ſtand our affairs with India, The great wealth derived from that 
commerce is brought over by individuals, and has occaſioned a very immenſe increaſe of riches, 
luxury, and extravagance, in this country, and tends very much to the gan. ee. us into that 
decline, that ſooner or later overtakes all nations. Can any thing be more hurtful to real in- 
duſtry, than to perceive the ſucceſs in acquiring wealth of thoſe who come from that part of the 
world ?. It would probably be ſome advantage to us, if matters were ſo managed, as to make 
them declare themſelves independent, provided we were determined not to conteſt the matter; 
but a conteſt with India would really be completing the misfortunes of this country. There 
certainly, however, are methods of preſerving it, and, at the fame time, preventing thoſe 
crimes that diſgrace human nature, and degrade the character of the civilized European far be- 


low that of the innocent Gentoo; but, if it is done, it muſt be on a principle totally different 


from what is now about to be tried, one much more mild in every reſpect, and one that will adapt 


itſelf to circumſtances, and to the nature of things, not one. that goes contrary, in every reſpect, 


to the nature of men, and to the nature of the buſineſs. 


NOTE, 
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NOTE. The ſimilitude between the affairs of the Roman empire and thoſe of our India Company (to compare : 
great things with ſmall,) ſeems to have held alſo in the proportion of the wealth of individuals, and of the Rate; 
that of the former being very immenſe, compared with that of the latter. | 55 
| Lollia Paulina, the niece of a Roman governour , was able to afford to wear, in her common dreſs, jewels to the va- 
* E, bs T4 ; | "Rm a Bout $1) 
þ Pallas, a freedman of Claudius , and keeper of his privy purſe, was reckoned worth L. 2,421,875, 
"1 which was all acquired in a ſhort ſpace of time. In general, the affairs of the wealthy people at Rome 
bt were upon this immenſe ſcale. Pompey's ſalary $, during four years of his government, was yearly 
*#t I.. 193,750. Yet, when Julius Caeſar pillaged the Treaſury, at the beginning of the civil war, he found 

ff in gold, {ilver, and in money, (for he took both bullion and money), only L. 1,095,979 4, which was a 

1 very ſmall ſum indeed. It was not even equal to the debts that Caeſar had contracted, without any other 
{ 
| 


— — ID, - 


than perſonal ſecurity ; for, though Craſſus, and other rich men, were bound in large ſums for him, yet it was on- 


; 0 Iy after his creditors would not let him go to his province. This is a clear proof of the ſmallneſs of the wealth of 
34 the ſtate, when compared with that of individuals, who had provinces to pillage. For, though Caeſar's great 
{ abilities and political character entitled him to greater ifs credit than any man that ever lived, yet it is a 
1 1 EE proof that politics, either by governing provinces, or taking bribes, muſt have been conſidered as extremely lucra- 
Pp | tive, there is no reaſon to believe that at any time the revenues of that immenſe empire were above eighteen 
FE 1. | millions Engliſh money; a ſtnall revenue, when compared with the extent of territory, and the manners of the 
1 | times. The concluſion is pretty fair, that thoſe maſters of the world, who had conquered, and actually got 


rent for great part of the lands in the empire, when they had taxed every thing that was taxable, even ſme, 
1 air, and ſbaue ||, (a degree beyond Britain, which has got only the length of taxing /ighz,) did not receive great 
[ ſums into their public treaſury, but that the individual miniſters of their oppreſſion, like thoſe of later times, re- 


4 tained In their own poſſeſſion the far greater portion of the wealth extorted from the provinces. 

i | * Plin. Lib. . Cap. 15. | + Tacit. Lib. 12. I + Plutar. in Pompeio. 

1 - $ Plin. Lib. 3. Cap. 3. || Zonaras. Fumum, acrem, et umbram. 
35 5 FRANCE. 
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a . have now. pebdre us a nes fallatious 3 of the trade Wong wo boa 
. tries, which, from their ſituation, as well as from the nature of their productions; we 
might Fairy to find immenſe ; yet which, through the ſtrange. policy of two- os the mal | ron 

ed nations in the World. is extremely, inconfiderable. „ 12151 12% „ 
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There cannot | be a doubt that the illicit trade far exceeds in amount that. here delinexted; 
which can include ofily. what is regularly entered. This trade furniſhes us with an aſtoniſhing 
inſtance of the inefficacy of laws that are injudiciouſly enacted, and which furniſh too great a re- 
ward for evading themſelves. When it is intended abſolutely, to prevent the importation of an 
article altogether, (though that i is a very fooliſh intention in any caſe), then the higher the duties 
are the better; ; but, i if revenue is the o je, then the problem —.— much more difficult, and 
involves es many different caſes, though. in general it is found much more. deſtrudtive of the end, 
to lay en duties, that are too high, t 1 * ſuch as are rather too low. Of the truth of this, our 
trade with France is 18 a ſtrong . at for the duties laid on by both nations, and the laws 
made, have counteracted and deſtroyed themſelves. Perhaps, if they had ſtopped at that point, 
when they had deſtroyed. the effect that they were intended to produce, the evil would not be 
very great, at leaſt it "would have, what is, if poſſible, ſome good even in a bad thing, a limit; 
but it alter has none; for the evils that reſult from, and which owe their original exiſtence 
to illicit trade, are either not confined by any bound, or that bound is ſo very extenſive, as not 
eaſily to be diſcovered. Nothing hurts the minds of men ſo much as à temptation to do things 
in 3 concealed and hidden manner. It makes them at once acquainted with the modes of hurt- 
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riſe to thoſe laws that have nearly deſtroyed it altogether ; and the abſurd idea of 
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ing mankind; they become eſtranged from thoſe people whoſe works bear the light of day, and 
they gradually proceed to everyſort of immorality. Induſtry and proſperity are hurt by whatever 
is unfriendly to virtue; but it is alſo very much hurt by the idea of there being any other road 


to wealth, or even to ſubſiſtence, than that of itſelf. Smuggling holds up to the idle a method 


of getting a living, and 2 of getting rich, that is to them far more agreeable than that of 


regular labour. Therefore the duties laid on French goods are productive of other effects. cha 
thofe that are merely confined tb the trade itſelf; and therefore they merit the more partie 

e vy ob en 
- tis difficult to conceive how two well informed nations can miſtake, their real interel 
very far as they have done in this caſe. England has, how en more 18. 
thats France; for it is uſually the caſe, that people whd* wo wry tenacibus, overſhogt 


ever, in general, been more to Mate 
ark and we have frequently done ſo ; but in ho caſe more'ridiculouſly than in that now | 
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Ihe advantages that would reſult to both countries, from a more liberal f fem of coin n Ae. 
nas ul numerous; ut the Aten de ec both nations of that eee 
ſame proximity of fituation on render the commerce ſo very adv Sous, m3 en 

lea of letting com: 
mercial: concerns be regulated by that rankling animoſity which is ſo conſpicuvuſly great. b 5 En 
near neighbours when they go to war, has at all times inclined either one or other of the, na- 
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tions to oppoſe any ſyſtem founded upon a good underſtanding, or good ſenſe, in the ti e of 


peace. When two individuals meet to make a tranſaction of any kind, they no doubt my al- 
ways be ſenſible that their intereſts are oppoſite; but they do not on that account conclude, that 
either of them is of neceflity to be injured by the tranſaction; nor does any party wiſh it o he 
diſadvantageous to the other: but, when the two nations of which we now ſpeak make à com- 


mercial arrangement, they ſeem to be actuated by a very ſtrange combination of intereſts and 


intentions; they wiſh very properly for their own intereſt, and as improperly wiſh to pre- 
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vent that of the other; and they forget that advantages that are not reciprocal are of ſhort. 
duration. | 1 | 
Upon the whole, there is not a thing more to be deſired than a commerce with France, upon 
enlarged and liberal principles ; nor would the advantages be leſs to that country than to this ; 
we ſhould both be greatly benefited by ſuch an arrangement; and, added to the ſolid advanta- 
es that we may certainly expect, there would be ſomething ſo agreeable in doing buſineſs con- 
dentially, with neighbours ſo near to us, and whom we certainly reſpect individually in a very 
high degree, that it is peculiarly to be defired : and, as mankind certainly underſtand their in- 
tereſt better and better daily, and as there certainly will be a laſting treaty of commerce between 
England and France, when they come fully to underſtand their own intereſts, it is to be hoped 
that the time when that may be expected is not now far diſtant, ae: 
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HERE is ſcarcely any branch of trade that admits of fewer remarks than that carried on 
between this country and Italy. 


The commerce, which is not great in its amount, is not increaſed by any artificial means. 
The naturally fine, luxurious, and elegant productions of that country, will — oblige every 
poliſhed and luxurious nation to apply there, either directly or indirectly, for thoſe things which 


no other part of the world can furniſh in an equally perfect ſtate; and the indolent habits of 
men who boaſt of being deſcended from the maſters of the world, will lay them under an equal 
neceſſity of applying to the leſs noble but more induſtrious part of mankind. | 

No country in the world has undergone fo many reverſes as Italy. After firſt emerging 
from inſignificance, by ſubduing all its neighbours, and after being ruined by the luxury occa- 
fioned by their ſpoils, and falling a ſacrifice to its own wealth and glory, it exalted itſelf a ſecond 
time, and governed by religion the minds of men, with a more deſpotic ſway, than it had by 


arms governed their perſons. This ſecond reign having alſo come to an end, the inhabitants of 


that country, famous for arms, religion, and the fine arts, cannot ſtoop to the drudgery of 


common induſtry, and it is now inferior to moſt other nations in thoſe mechanic arts, by which 


power, wealth, and political conſequence, are in this age acquired. It exhibits a ſtriking example 


of the uncertainty of wealth and power, when not ſupported by induſtry and oeconomy, and the 


ſeat of arts, of arms, and of Auguſtus, divided into a number of ſmall principalities, of little 
conſequence to the commerce or the politics of the reſt of Europe. 
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render its neceſſity of importing to- he leſs than that of a 


inconſiſtent with the reſt of the ſyſtemn. 
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FT*RE Ruſſian — which was ſcarcely known to the other powers of Europe till the 


oy. ” middle of the fifteenth century *, has hot hitherto had wealth enough to ſpare to be able to 
purchaſe great quantities of goods from any country. The extent of the empire of all the Ruſſias 
will, have a curious effe& upon its trade, for it will operate in two ways. The circumſtance of its 
extending ſo far from north to ſouth, and by that means having all forts of ſoil, and varieties of 
climate, within itſelf, and 3 almoſt all the things that are neceſſary to a nation, muſt 
er it. ty ſmaller territory. e 
= 13 extent of territory will be unfavourable in many particulars. The government, for 
one „ D don op to the extent, and therefore muſt be very arbitrary, or, if not, it will 
be very ill obeyed ; either of which prevents the ſecurity of individual property, and will therefore 
never allow arts, manufactures, or commerce, to flouriſh in a high' degree. The articles, there- 
fore, that Ruſſia will export, will probably always be the natural productions of the country; 
and its imports will chiefly conſiſt of thoſe articles, the manufacturing of which thrive beſt in well 


regulated countries like England. In proportion to the ſize of the country, however, the trade will 
: gy 144.0454 05 1 Mo Hb 1 £441 es BY 237 it wet." C 17 75 143 tf 4 5 


8 ; 5 : 7 & 


always 
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N In the reign of Queen Mary, an embaſſy was ſent from the Czar. The ambaſſadors were wrecked on the 


coaſt of Scotland, where they were hoſpitably entertained, and ee to London were well received, (Hol- 
lingſhed, page 732.). This ſeems to have been the firſt intercourſe which that empire had with the weſtern po- 
tentates of Europe, (Hume's Hiſt. Vol. iv. page 447-). Should the Ruſſian empire continue to be governed by 


able ſoyereigns who improve it as the preſent Empreſs and her predeceſſors have done, and if alſo the ſyſtem ot 
Preſerving a balance among the powers of Europe continues, the Ruſſian empire will probably be divided into dif- 


terent empires or kingdoms ; otherwiſe it will then be ſo far above the due proportion of weight, that it will be 
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always be inconſiderable; for, if it were neceſſary, Ruſſia is ſufficiently various in productions 
to do without importing any thing at all; and it never will be (taking the whole nation toge- 
ther,) a very poliſhed and luxurious people. The court, indeed, and a ſmall portion of the 
empire, may be more magnificent, and more luxurious, than any in Europe; for it has a greater 
extent of territory from which to be ſupported ; but its extremities wilt never flouriſh.hjghly ;- 
nor will all the vigour of the, deſcendents . of, Peter the Great be able to ſpread wealth and 1. 
—_— ay their bappy effects, through the diſtant extrematies of ſo extenſive a portion, of 
© World. no oft . / Pom Proglls 5: 740 2 F 
This trade, although it is long ſince a Ruſſia, Company was, eſtabliſhed, has, till within, theſe 
fifty years, been but very inconſiderable. Our imports fro thence have. increaſed rapidly, but 
our exports very little; perhaps for -this.reaſon;; that, even It the beginning of that period, the 
court at Moſcow-was magnificent and luxurigus, nearly as much ſo as it is yet, and therefore 
probably wanted many of our manufactures; but the extent of country wants none even to this 
day; for, if it did, what we feng. over is ſcarcely ſuſficient, to furniſh every peaſant in that exten - 
five empire with à knife to cut his meat. But, altho* the conſumption of articles of luxury has 
not extended much beyond tile uſual limit of the great cities, and the court, yet the production of 
goods for exportation muſt have inoreaſed very couliderably under the auſpices of a ſucceſſion of 
able ſovereigns, who had the-gogd of the country much at heart. It is probable from this, that 
the balance of the trade of Ruſſia will be in its favour with almoſt every other country, as 
well as with England; and, therefore, that they muſt be getting richer. The natural conſequence, 
in a ſmall country, would be, to became, luxurious; and. perhaps even they may do fo, at the 
end of a long period; but it will be a long one; for, at this time, the improvements ticceflary 
that they may avail themſelves of the advantages of ſome. parts of their dominions, and. that they 
may counteract the difadvantages of others, will ſwallow up. Whatever balance may be in their 


favour, for many years, even for centuries yet to come. When that progreſs comes to à period, 


v o 


then may we perhaps have a balance that is not ſo much againſt us. „ 
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The vicinity of ſituation, the ſide that we naturally take in the politics of Europe, the produc- 
tions of that country, and the nature of the manufaQures of 7his, tend to eſtabliſh it upon 

ounds the moſt ſure. 'The nature of it is ſuch, that we need not be very anxious whether 
it extends much or not. Should the trade fall off, it will hurt Ruſſia, but it will not ſignify 


a great deal to us, particularly as we can make iron, and raiſe ſeveral other of the articles we 


import from thence, os | 1 
The Ruſſian empire bids fair to ſhine, in ſome future period, as a warlike people; but, for 
its commerce, there is not much to be ſaid. Though the ſhort time that has elapſed ſince Ruſ- 
ſia began to make a figure in the world does not furniſh us with a full proof of this, yet 
the preſumption is in its favour ; for, even in early times, its commerce“ has been {till more 


inſignificant than its conſequence as a nation: and, as a farther confirmation of this opinion, we 


may juſt conſider what all the Ruſſias united would be, were they as well cultivated and civili- 
zed as England, and if manufactures flouriſhed equally under a free government. The immenſe 


empire would in that event be able to ſwallow up all the other powers of Europe, in caſe of war; 
and, in times of peace, might have every neceſſary, and almoſt every article of luxury, without 


importing a fingle catk of goods from any European nation. 


_ * In the year 1569, the Czar John Baſilides, who was a great tyrant, gave to Queen Eliſabeth an excluũve pa- 
tent to the whole trade of Muſcovy, (Cambden, page 403.), and ſhe, in return. agreed that, in caſe of a revolt 
of his ſubjects, he ſhould have a ſafe retreat in England. After the death of John Baſilides, his ſon Theodore 
revoked the patent. During the exiſtence of that patent, the Engliſh carried goods along the river Dwina, in 
boats made of a ſingle tree, which they towed up the ſtream as far as Walogda. From thence they carried goods 


ſeven days journey over land to Veraſlaw, then down the Volga to Aſtracan, where they built ſhips, croſſed the 


Caſpian Sea, and ſold their manuſattures in Perſia. This was a very bold mercantile adventure; but, from the 
difficulty and diſcouragement, was ncver renewed, (Cambden, Page 418.). This happened about fifteen years 
before we had any trade with Turkey, and the eſtabliſhment of that Company. | 5 
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Of all the trades that we carry on, there is not any of which we are more ſecure than this. 
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48 ; OBSEQVATIONS onA. "TRADE ; 


The manner in which commerce has book carried on to America is very different Gd what 
it was at the beginning of this century, or from what it had been 1 in any former period, or to 
any other country. 


"i of pos, 4 + demand commodit rec wfaQure or 1 the traf. 

fic in fore a re 7 | aun hoods e a Apen nt port, there was a pretty 

great 9 I certainty that they —_ ware you that port; nor did the inquiry ſtop at whe - 

| ther they could uſe the things, hut whether alſo-theywould be willing to purchaſe them, and 

14 pay the money. Speculations then were limited, and every thing was reduced to a certainty, 

4 except the dangers of the ſea. It is different now: the dangers of the ſea are reduced to a 
1 con ; but whether the goods are wanted, or will be paid for, is often * y uncertai 11 we 
1 has beck in peculiar maimer ch caſe with our oon erde u Aris ' Ove bers hr 
Wi 3 Ee „during its exiſtence, 5 dee ente r ndwn 
Wo — 2 and 3 buſinbſs has, ke other: things improved in ies modes, and ug, 


+ TRAC * and foreign correſpondencies have Jong. ſuperſeded the neceſſity of merchants | 
1 ſelves to fed; - yer noching can ſuperſede the neceflity of the purchaſers of the gyods being 
1 e * for them This, however; wwenot thought worth while to inquire into, with 
. ymen and 8 we wers pleaſed to ſtile them in Atheriea $0 > hed 

5 that: if a young har n een abu rViee of 
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land, upon the faith of having o opened a connection with America, he could get ten times more 
Credit than a ſober, induſtrious man, who confined his trade to his own country. - 
Until about the middle of this century, the North-Americans, who have neither gold nor 1 
i wer produced in their country, and who therefore muſt pay in goods and not in money, uſed [yy 
to ſend over produce to a greater amount than they bought our manufactures; we were rich, ' 0 
and could pay a balance in hard caſh, the thin that they ſtood in need of much. This was f 
right; it was luft as it ſhould be, and as it would have continued to be, had not a change taken 
place in this country, which put anend to that; and the natural proportion was loſt, inan inſtant, 
ween what they bought and what they ſold: that regular proportion then, which half a 
century had ſeen take place, was at once enirely done away. It was about the lame time that 
a change took place 1 our merchants; and a number of men aſpired to thar lucrative and 
r d ſituation, who had no property to riſk, no money to loſe, and who were willing to 
ith the property of other men, to their own advantage. America, a branch of our em- 
eg de language, people, and religion, afforded a wide field, and it was occupied. 
a ſpeculator who went in this looſe manner to work, prove ſucceſsful by getting re re- 
turns, he 3 rich Engliſhman; and if he failed, America, that place to which he had 
conſigned the fortunes of his induſtrious countrymen, | afforded aſylum from all the local i incon- 
epieneles of his misfortunes. / 
In this very manner, and it i bs remembered by many people now living, did the Ame- 
ican trade increaſe? : falſe capitals and falſe credits increaſed alſo; they exiſted dependent upon 


(each other; and as a proof o this, i in the year 1 771-2, which will long continue to be remem- 


„ ire wes Pie Fat phat; ub the tate the ur fan 888 never 
could pay for half the goods were ſent them ; and the event has fully verified the i 
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_ OBSERVATIONS: ON: THE TRADE 


bered as the time when 


perſonal credit received an amends ſevere check, we find this 


trade decreaſe no leſs than two millions. Other branches of e did not feel this. It 


is therefore fair to conclude, that between falſe credit and American trade, there exiſted a real 
or a 2 connection. Had not the war or ſome other circumſtance happened to put an 
this exportation buſineſs, the capital of our Engliſh merchants, or rather of the Eng- 
liſh manufacturers, might have continued to march over to America, and we ſhould imper- 
8 have received an injury, of the extent of which we were not aware. 
* —u this not a thing chat has ſo lately happened, that moſt people muſt remember, and 


people feel the effects of circumſtances bs confirm i it, ſome time might be well employed 
in in bingin 3 of ene as matters are, a few may ſerve. 
rt of thoſe young adventurers who have begun without n of their own, or know- 

ledge, — begun in the — — | 

| Engliſh manufactures are {aid to have ſold frequently, even ſince the war, as cheap, and 
 ſomerimes cheaper in America than they_have done in England. . 
Could theſe things poſſibly have happened, if American trade had not been carried on under 
different rules and auſpices from other braches of commerce, or from what they were in the 
former part of this period ?*® 

Again, as another and a farther proof of this, let us conſider the wants s of men, and their 
"abilities to ſupply them. Do they = go on in a neceſſary proportion, and does not the abili 
generally precede the ſupply? As we poſſeſſed almoſt al the trade of America, its 


_ acimits of more accurate n than any of the other branches, of which we ear poſſe 
a 1 


Mr. Addifon, who knew the . e it way in his . in the year 1711, gives, in a 
"chart Sir Andrew Ereeport, a fine _ of the manners and Hewes. pede. of doing buſineſs of enn 
at that time. R 
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ro NORTH c 
ſmall 2 und which might therefore increaſe or decreaſe, without the whole amoune of | 
" EIT any material alteration 
| value 


of their abilities, 2 4 12 the rate at which their wealth — a their riches in- 
creaſed in that line, then ſhould our exports to America have riſen nearly at the ſame rate: and 
accordingly, till the year 1755, it goes in a direction nearly parallel; but after — it goes in 
a line ſo entirely different, that there cannot remain a doubt, that to produce ſo very oppoſite 
an effect, another cauſe muſt have begun to operate. Nor is there any cauſe ſufficiently 


eat to have produced this effect, or ay to have done it, except the very one which we 
[ts already been conſidering, 


To make a parade of reaſoning on any ſubject, 1s equally diſguſtit 
to pals over in a ſuperficial manner, without examining to the bottom of a ſuhject, is worſe : 
and it ſeems, in this caſe, to be neoeſſary to ie the cauſe of chat change in our mer- 
cantile ſyſtem, as well as into the effects it has produced. 


There 3 to have been for this two cauſes. The aQual wealth and capital of this coun- 
try, and paper credit. 


Ever fince the invention of paper credit, trade bas had a latitude it did not before enjoy, and 


its progreſs being leſs natural, has become more intricate. That bound ſet and — by 


the nature of things was removed, when paper credit was firſt invented; for, 
not 


re that time, 
hing repreſe wealth that was not wealth itſelf, or that was not ph yſically worth the ſum 


that it repreſented; and in order to give credits in buſineſs, it was able neceſlary either to 
poſſeſs or to have borrowed a capita s « Nations could not then extend their trade ; the trade 
extended itſelf, and like other end productions, grew in proportion to what it had been. The 
effects of this invention it is not neceſſary to inveſtigate in all their extent. It has been of in- 


2 to mankind, upon the * at LE 2 


goods that we — from America is probably a \Protey fair meaſure 


| and ridiculous ; but 
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$2, OBSERVATIONS o THE TRADE 


of enabling this falle irodkure of Awictican erade ts be riifed with the greater comrehitney. 


n inconveniency of giving long credit is in a great de ende away; 
| ery long credits were neceſſary in rruiling to America. - Belides, that, as ing bills pro- 
. the firſt inſtance, the ſame effect with having diſcovered a treaſure, chough in the end 


involved, 


often as if one had been loſt ir leads to the ſpeculating too far, and bei 
= ., This caſe un . 


before it is perceived by the individual that he is in any 
could not have operated ſufficiently to — ge i eee 
wealth of our manufacturers induced them, OED: een ION... 
fone riſk, and to be at a long day. | 


Upon the 3 is Chart exhibits, under different circumſtances, a very firong and "= 


For the Dk yas weebſerre the fimple and regular growth, kromporeny to wealth, 
pos ge we are aſtoniſhed at the extent and o- 

r carried on by our own country ; and the laſt ſhort pe- 

that ſo airy and ſo ill-f a project was likely, ſooner later, to 


experience. There is not any branch of trade, which, from the nature of its progrefs, <*_ 


fords ſo much inſtruction as this. It merits equally the attention of the philoſopher, che po- 


1 ician, and the merchant; for it throws light upon all the three different objects of their ſtudy. 

pon the manner in which buſineſs is conducted, depends ſomething more than merely the 

wining or loſing a little money. The happineſs of numbers of innocent individuals is fre- 

upon the ucceſs of projects, with the formation of which had no 

concern. What numbers have been — 2 and how many more have been deprivedo forvunt, 
by our ill-conduCted trade with America? 

It is an improper ſubject for diſcuſſion here, whether l is, or is not of more im- 

N than exiſtence itſelf: _ ** think with Julius Cæſar that i it is; but we run 1 
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| 1044 TD. NORD AMERICA 7/0 53 
4 riſk certainly in affirming that it is of very great conſequence ; and that, as it in a conſiderable 
| degree depends upon the fuccefs of mercantile affairs, they, as well as the methods of prolonging 
fe or procuring health, deſerve our attention. 0 
To acquire knowledge of the nature and arrangement of the human frame, ſeminaries are pF 
erected, and the gravesare ranſacked ; for they wiſely know, that unleſs it is made a particular 
ftudy, and unleſs former caſes are attended to and underſtood, they can do nothing in preventing 
future diſeaſe. No pains or attention is taken, however, to prevent thoſe evils that wrong 
projects and unſucceſsful mercantile ſpeculation ſo widely diffuſe. This has not, except by a 
; 2 individuals, ever been conſidered as an object deſerving attention. Nor has, in this ſtudy, 
any great attention been paid to the connection between cauſe and effect; a connection that it 
is neceſſary to know, and to underſtand which, the compariſon between paſt events is indiſpu- 
tably the moſt obvious, as well as the moſt certain road. Moſt men are very ſlow to enter into 
what is reckoned a new thing; and there ſeems to be a very univerſal as well as great reluc- 
_ tance to undergoing the drudgery of acquiring information that ſeems not to be abſolutely ne- 
| _ ceffary. It ſeldom appears neceflary in a high degree, to underſtand ſubjects that have not 
5 hitherto been objects of attention. The capital, the arts, and the induſtry, of this country, 
; are too . to be entirely employed without ſome ſpeculation; and the principles, therefore, 
on which ſpeculations ſhould be made, will become an object deſerving and requiring attention, | 


not leſs ſo than the art of preſerving the health. of the human body. 


With all due regard tor 3 of mankind, which ultimately ſtamps a value, or its oppoſite, 
on human inventions, the Author of this preſumes to think that the mode of painting to th 75 | 
hich he 


the tranſactions of paſt times, is a conſiderable ſtep in making that inveſtigation eaſy, v e 1 
apprehends to be neceſſary. It is in order to make uſe of viſion that the anatomiſt lectures = 
over a dead body; the mathematician over a figure drawn upon a ſurface ; and the aſtronomer = 
cover his globes and orerys: without which, the labour would be encreaſed, and the 1 — 
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and pillaged every body that came in the way, and at laſt fallen a ſacrifice himſelf. As this 
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84 OBSERVATIONS ON THE TRADE 


diminiſhed. The lines here uſed to repreſent quantity and time, do it with a mathematical ex- 
actneſs that is not to be called in queſtion, — enable the ſame advantage to be obtained that 
theſe ſcenes deſerve from viſion. To make this idea the more familiar (for many men to hom 
it is hoped this may be uſeful, and who are deeply concerned in the ſubjed, are not accuſtomed 


to abſtract reaſoning) let the Chart before us be ſuppoſed to be the dead body of American 


trade“, lying diſſected upon a table, and a lecture given upon it by a ſurgeon, he would fay, 


« Gentlemen, this line, marked exports from America, is a meaſure of the ſtrength of that 
* country, the animal vigor, or in other words, the burthen that it would be able to bear. The 
© other line, of imports to America, as merchants call it, but which we call the burthen it bas 


4 to bear, ought, in order that matters may go on well, to be ſomething under the line that 


„ marks its : this, you may eaſily perceive, is neceſſary that it may continue #0 exift. 


e You perceive alſo that for a number of years it was ſo, but that ſuddenly it became other- 
* wiſe, and ended in total ruin and deſtruction, a conſequence that was inevitable. This, you ſec 
6c gentlemen, is the plain fimple caſe, and though it is not our buſineſs to _— at preſent 
5 into the cauſe, let us ſee by what means it operated. When a diſeaſe is contract- 
& ed, it breaks out in the way that is moſt natural to the conſtitution ; and the ſame cauſe 
ec will kill one man with a fever, and another with a conſumption. Had this been in ſome 
ce conſtitutions (in a German, for inſtance) he would have increaſed his induſtry, retrenched 


his expence, and recovered from the diſeaſe. Had it been a Turk, he would have drawn a 


« a ſword, cut off a vizier's head, and groaned and died. An African would have murdered 


Was 


| . The compariſon is certainly fair between a Chart of trade and a ſkeleton of a man; but the reaſon for 
it here is, by making a parallel, to familiarize people to the uſes of Charts. PE 


ving 


* 


TO NORTH AMERICA. 33 


e was a deſcendant of Engliſhmen, the name' of liberty was aſſumed, and the ſemblance of 


« private honour was preſerved. Every member was deeply in debt, and all men in debt 
* want relief one way or other. The cauſe of individuals and the ſtate were ſo much the 


_ © fame, that it was very eaſy to join unanimouſly, and they did ſo; and men who have in 


* yain looked for a cauſe of complaint on account of government, may find an ample one 
ce in that of individuals.” * | 5 5 
Thus was that deſtruction to the commerce brough about; and tho? it is not our purpoſe 
now to conſider how this could have been prevented, nor perhaps was that poſſible, yet cer- 
tainly a national inquiry into the affair would have given individuals an opportunity of judg- 
ing for themſelves; which, as it was, they could ſcarcely be ſaid to have, as they did not 
know the general ſtate of the caſe. „ „ „ 
If this reaſoning ſhould be wrong in any reſpect, it will be remembered, that it is intended 
rather to ſhew the good effects of attention to theſe ſubjects, by comparing it to a caſe where 


{ 


this ſort of ry ag ſo much uſed, and ſo univerſally approved; and it has at leaſt a 


plauſibility with it, t 


t tends to familiarize the e and to ſuggeſt the utility of a ſtrict 
attention to the amount of our trade to America in futu 


re. Whether the ſtate may think this 


worth while, or whether individuals may join in 2 to it, is a moot point; perhaps 


two or three more general miſcarriages, and two or three hundred more bankruptcies, may 


enforce this idea, which, however uſeful it may be in future, might have certainly been very 
„ 8 „ 5 OB SER. 


P 


* This is not meant to hint, that the Americans, as a nation, had not cauſe of complaint - but whether 
they had or not, it is clear, individuals had a. ſaſicient reaſon for wiſhing to drop the connection. 
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had before been, is till but ſmall, much more ſo than it e e were 
. it not for the unfavourable ation of treaties and alliances. 
he 


weir own 


dene e fir what thay 


iron that forges 
_ moſt indolent ſet of men in the world. 


Ihe trade of Spain is not conſiderable to an country, nor do they pay much attention to 
it, except in gold and ſilver, which, though they. may ſeem to deſerve a preference to other 
branches of commerce, do not ſo in reality; for Spain has ſunk moo 105 in the ſcale of | 


nations, ſincè the acquiſition of the riches of Mexico and Peru. 


Among thoſe nations which, during the increaſe of the Roman empire, with ſtood for a | 
time its power, the inhabitants of 4 ng. a moſt reſpectable figure, as a * n | 


an 9 people. 
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HE crade wich . 3 is confllerebly greater fince the laſt Spaniſh war than it 


Spaniards themſelves conſume and uſe the articles that they 1 import from us ; but they 

12 &s not counts thoſe things which they ex port. Iu are indebted to South America, and to 

$; for their own induſtry produces but 
 lirtle. Nature, as if it had intended Spaniards for idleneſs, has even furniſhed them with | 

without the trouble of mam: Forman and they, on their part, ate the 
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| 35 OBSERVATIONS ON THE TRADE WITH SPAIN. 


The 188 period which brought peace to Spain, under the reign of Ferdinand and label, 
completed the deſtruction of commerce and manufactures in that country, becauſe it com- 
pleted the expulſion of the Moors and the Jews ; the moſt induſtrious, and at that time, when 


all arts were nearly loſt, the beſt artiſts in Eur 


u 
The ſucceeding reign of Charles the Fifth, ihe great inundation of the precious metals 
from Mexico and Peru, the treaſures of the ancient inca's „ all tended to aboliſh induſtry, 
and to confirm thoſe habits of pride and indolence for which the Spaniards. have ever ſince 
been famous. Had the idea of a nation of gentlemen been capable of exiſtence, it would 
have been realized in Spain: their old, their territory, and their diſpoſition, were all in 
favour of that extravagant notion; koh unluckily, one gentleman requires a number of ſer- 
vants, and there the idea ends; for the Ju and low will * be the moſt numerous claſs 


in every country. : 
| The riches of South Americs coming into Europe by the way of Spain, will always occa- 
ſion a conſiderable * of imports with other countries, to afford a market for 2 — 
which they ex : for the leſs precious, but not leſs uſeful manufactures and 5 
of other parts: excep t when treaties e in e oth 10 nation can ph n ſo o well IE 
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* chan he — and extenffte nes: and che em to Haye frequently, during this cemry, 

gone by a different rule; for le the — — „ wätrh very few exceptions, 
increaſed, thoſe have frequ ently been 1 u N ecline. Of the truth of the — part of 

this aſſertion, the Chart now befo roo 

The coaſts of the nee fe wins, or 5 nally the gat of commerce; and for many 
_ obvious Jeaſons, until navigation began upon the great and extenſive ſcale, when men croſſed 
the A lantit, and doubled the Cape of Good Hope, they were the:moſt favourable for com- 
merce in the world. The rich and powerful ſtates were all upon theſe coaſts; and it was the 
way by which the luxuries: of A Europe. Tho' this ceaſed to be the caſe, and 
that tho' that time was at an end befo the cammencement of this period we are now 
_— yet were there many veſtiges of the ancjent wealth, that are gradually wearing 
away. The. civilized part of W was upon a very ſmall ſcale, from the fall of the 
Roman Empire till thefifteenth century; and while that continued to be che caſe the places which 


Ed e beſt firvated, got the greateſl ſhare. 1 
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6 OBSERVATIONS ON THE TRADE TO'THE STRAIGHTS. 


once, in the eleventh century, upon mens minds, drew moſt nations of Europe to the Holy 
Land, in order to extirpate the Infidels : one conſeguence of which was, that whatever moye- 
able wealth was pol; theſe Barbarians, was carried to that part of the world, which 
w rich, at the _—_— of the enthuſiaſtic multitude. Venice roſe into a rich republic by 
hat wealth, and leſſer ports ſhared, in a ſmaller degree, the ſame advantage. 
This wealth, added to the fine ſituation, completed the advantage that the ports on the 
Mediterranean had before enjoyed; and time is neceſſary to make countries poor, as well as 
to acquire riches. So that the trade only declined by degrees ; and in proportion to the trade 
of the reſt of Europe, it ſtill continues to decline. The trade to Italy and Venice, which has 
been treated ſeparately, and is increafing, may perhaps occaſion an unfair concluſion too, for 
lying ſo conveniently as it does for an intermediate market. The other buſineſs up the 8 —_— 
may frequently be tranſacted there; as all mercantile people and ſtates purchaſe, as well as 
yend, things that they nęither produce nor conſume themſelves. „ 
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IME balance of this 2 in proportion to its amount, is much againſt us; but we only 
A purchaſe from thence uſeful materials, that we agaiſ work up into much greater value. 
So that altho the balance is againſt us, we are not any loſers by it. There is à great dece 
en in locking merely at the balance in money, which is certainly not the true and only 
meaſure of the advantage, or loſs, with which it is attended. The nature of the goods en- 
ters very much into the caſe ; and when they are raw materials that we purchaſe, it is fre- 
quently as good as if we were paid in caſh. It is always ſo, when we are paid in ſuch raw 
materials as we cannot produce to much advantage at home, and this is a deal the caſe 
with the articles we import from theſe northern countries. Tho' we raiſe flax at home, and 
tho” in the end there may perhaps be a great advantage attending it; yet there is not, at 
| preſent, very great advantage attending it; nor are there any things that we do purchaſe 
there, that are not at ſo reaſonable a price in time of peace, that we could ſcarcely produce 
the like at home ſo cheap. The commerce to that country is therefore a good one, tho' we 
ſeem to loſe by it; and there is this difference between a trade where we pay a balance, in- 
ſtead of receiving one, that we are more ſecure of its continuance. |; 
When we begin to improve either manufactures or lands, in this country, we account it ; "FU 
certain, that, .if we raiſe or make the articles as cheap. as we have W Tongs Fi} 
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x buſineſs is fure to do. But it frequently ha that the people who ſupplied us before, 
x are able fo reduce the articlein price, rather than be underſold ; and it is not unlikely, that 
| — is the caſe with thoſe parts. In that event, to be ſure, we gain a point of * 9 baggy 
F Ft rice; but it is-nat.the point for which we wiſhed.; This is. mo 3, | 
| —_ A * with the productions of land than wittt Mmaflufactufes; ro- 
F 5 duce of f (p articularly in fine rich countries) admits of a greater reduction; as 5 rent 
| of land would in that caſe be lowered, till its productions became ſaleable. There are a 
| | great many attending circumſtances upon which this depends. 
F he raiſe on on theſe lands to advantage, or if als can be got e 
f upon ur raiſing fix at home: If, on chit 
£ into corn or gtaſs, Then mall we havethe price Pp 
. is our intereſt to beeome purchaſers; rather than 0 ſc it at the, Were we 
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Amon 1 ag the various accounts of the p ſent ſtate of Turkey, none is more deſerving attention than that 
of Baron de Tott, lately publiſhed at Paris. | | . 


aflumin 
the Empire; nor did he ever fix to any ſettled a 
for his reſidence, and a rival to Rome. 


„till he raiſed upon the ancient Byzantium this new city 


/ 


porn — rere. : 


re the moſt magnificent; the ſurrounding country 


t Conſtantine may be ſuppoſed to have been well acquainted with the Roman Empire, for ever from his 4 
Sethe imperial purple at Vork, he was _— in watching · over and traverſing the different parts ß. 
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manufacture. 
ſome of the produce of the ground, but not many of their manufactures. 


64 OBSERVATIONS' ON THE TRADE TO TURKEY. 


abounded in every thing that the moſt fertile ſoil or grateful climate could produce. Vet the 


nature of the eee and inhabitants of the country, which ſometimes produce a garden 
m a rock, . ve here reverſed the caſe, and turned a moſt noble country into one, poor and 
deſpicable. \ „ Pe! 1 Th NE an 

When the hand of gothic and of ſavage barbarity extinguiſhed throughout Europe the 
flame of ancient learning and the arts, a fingle ſpark was left unextinguiſhed in Conſtanti- 
nople, which had not quite periſhed, when once more the dawn of light aroſe ; fo that this 


place became a ſort of feeble link between the ancient and the preſent world: and ſome arts 


were preſerved, which are peculiar to that ſeat of ignorance, even to this day ; particularly 


_ thoſe of dying ſome colours, which were preſerved there; and being of a nature eafily to be 
| way * ſecret, have never either been with ſucceſs diſcovered or imitatde. 


e and meanneſs are blended in the characters of the worſhippers of Mahomet, in a 


eee = Tho they ſubmit to be ſlaves, yet they think it below their dignity to fol- 
low commerce in the uſual way; and other European nations are obliged to go to them for 
. thoſe articles, which an induſtrious and mercantile nation would ſend our at their own riſk, 


and in their own ſhips : fo that they underſtand little of naval affairs, and their commerce is 
much leſs than it would otherwiſe be. To what particular circumſtances it is owing that their 
commerce declines, may not be eaſily accounted for, with any degree of certainty ; but it is 
probable that it may be with juſtice attributed to our rivalling them in thoſe arts in which 
they originally excelled ſo can and ſtill do excell other nations; for we uſe more fine car- 

pets and Turkey leather than at any former time; but many are imitations of our own 
ome fine cotton ſtuffs, of an excellent dye, are alſo imported from thence ; 


N » 
# -£ . - 
— 4 * 
5 | $ O N | 
* 
oy - > 8 
. * . 
» 
7 


71 5 *** p / 7 . N Nee 0 MR Ys" Ra 8 


n 2 a ; ; 
7 1 K i : : 8 if 
ann a hve can't hes een re en Hes 12 N rr 7 A 8 ; 
4; [PIT * * 2 * '7 T7” N = * r 1 n * N N * 1 7 * n * 1. Fe n * ; e 


[CONTENTS OF THE PLATES IN FIGURES. 


| Years. 


I 700, 
1710, 
1720, 
1730, 
1740, 


1750, 


1760, 


1770, 
1 780, 


Prarz XIII. ST RAIGH TS. 


Vears. 


1700, 
1710, 
1720, 

1730, 
1740, 
1750, 
1760, 
1770, 


1780, 


Remi, 


200,000 


2 50,000 
350,000 


Foo, ooo 
620, ooo 

Nene 
1,750, ooo 
4, 5 50,000 
1,805,000 


Exports, 


250,000 


300,000 


475,000 

. 625,000 
675, ooo 
335,000 
425, 00 


90,000 
85,000 


Prark XI, ALL N ORTH AMERICA, 


Imports. 
280,000 
370,000 
520, ooo 
630, ooo 
gi 

20,000 


950, ooo 
1 480, ooo ; : 


300,000 


Imports. 


2,000 
2 5,000 
70,000 

I 35,000 


| 40,000 


80,000 
60,000 


20, ooo 


3500 


Years. 
I 700, 4 


1710, 


1720, 


1730, 


1740, 
1750, 
1760, 
1770, 
7 


Years. 
I 700, 
1710, 
1720, 


1730, 


1740, 
I if wy 


1760, 
1770, 


1780, 


Exports. Imports. 
220, 00 225,000 
320,000 280,000 
565,000 420,000 
650,000 480,000 
| 450,000. 190,000 
400, ooo 90,000 
1,1 50,0000 $525,000 
1,040, ooo 510, 00 
6e 440, ooo 
_ COUNTRY. 
Exports. Imports. 
110, 00 136,000 
8 5,000 130,000 
86,000 188,000 
118,000 198,000 
I 33,000 230,000 
154, ooo 2 50,000 
1 7 5,000 210,000 
I 35,000 220,000 
70,009 280,009 


65 
PLArE XII. SPAIN any CANARIFS. 


PLATE XIV. BALTIC. AND THE EAST 


47 1 * . A 1 ö . * N ff * 
7 NN N N eds Sy. Sa * A Iv 2 * 
/ r a * 0 * . > # * * 
= "# F- 2 
4 1 o 
- | by * 
* % C 
* * 
3 bs * 1 
” 
I 4 * 
} 
oy 
- at. 
— 
re- 
* £ ' Re 
* = 2 £ £ 
0 S , 
4 * . 
* 
„ 7 9 1 
a / 
- — 
— 
. - ” 
„ 
4 1 . 
<a; 
* 
+ 
* 2 
. 
* 
# 
# 
* 
# 


6 5 * » 
2 1 10 „ 
1 | 1 


1720, 220, 00 
1730, 185, 00 


wn, 


'OF THE PLATES IN FIGURES. 


: 4 * 


— * 


1740, 155, 00 1387 


ns mo 89,009... x26 


+. * 4 
4 * 
* * 
F 
n 
. . 
* . * 
1 5 4 FF 
* ” 6 - * y 
- OY . 
: 
1 F 
. 1 * 
: * \ N 
; . 
4 
5 
* 
5 
» my ** « E 
o : fe r 
N 4 * 4 
= 
” 1 
* * 15 ” 
& { 
— * % 
. 
* 
3 
* 
* 
L 
* 
3 i 
p F 
3 * 
1 n ; 
„ 
- 
. 
M * 
* 
l : 
an 
. 
* 
* 
U 
* 5 * 
0 
: 
— 
I 
l 
n 
: 
4 5 
; 
* 
* 
; 
* 
p 
%.- 
; : 
s 
4 
* 
© * 
* 
c 
* 
4 
; 
: 
; 


* ” * 
. — 3 I 1 2 
4 8 


1 I. 33 . * 
1 1 N. 1 . py 44 6 #34 x8 £0 rn AF} RN MF + . 
e OLE TOTES eee 


* 4 4 N ”_ 0 A —. * : = * th 
(5 3 . 25 + q 2 . . * * At 6 4 e 
IS SANT als: . 1 n 1 2 * N. 


5 


= 
dt Ma ” "OE"? . R 424 4 f 124% VL TY Xt ty * ä , = 4 . 
R * 4 * 4 L yy” * Y va N 8 2 1 — 7 1 N. * N 3 7 wry 7 7 8 . ” " 
r Rt" IO OOO TL He Ee ICE TS Nan R N (7 WY APE I ' "OY WO 8 ; 8 A NN r reren 
4 * 4.3 : g . . ' | nnn ” he * ee 1 en Wan CR.” 7 
+ D . * 
ol 
4 2 * 
j , 5 
* 
s * 
jp * 
x 
* 
6 
4 
; 
. 0 1 F 
* 2 yf * 1 F ? * . * _ 


e p ww LL 78 5 N * W 
* — FT. Atv „ 4 > * N eee + 1 . 7 o * 0 — Js Sita 65 1 G 0 


* 


* 
> & . 
* * 87 . 
7 
* 1 
* , N » ; 
* 3 7 _ 
K £ 
22 « 
; » * 5 
0 * E 
P 4 » - 7 * % 
1 & o * 
, 9 
.* 
* A { 
4 K He wy, 5 1 £ 
* 
1 % . . FR 1 : 
2 . 
* * 7 
- 2 ui Ws Wa 4 4 - 
be 5 * 8 * 1 A 7 * 2 1 * 2 < 1 
? e | 
. 514 % , . 2 5 * 
is 2 
# 4 | 
0 * " by 2 . 
11 7 5 £4 * 
x ; 2 k 1 
p ; Wo . 3. 
4 f * 3 * 0 1 } * 
; 3 X 1 
* _ * A 
g 4 x . * 13 9 j 
1 1 8 . 0 c - * 
5 * ; 0 . 8 4 
2 , / ; / : 7 : 1 
: 1 
* 
EW a * 
4 N - x 
* - * 
+ — . , 
” b * 3 * 2 0 
F 4 x 4 8 Ly 
* — * 
F * 


- 
- 
* 
- 
£ 
- 
3- 


4 
: 
„ 
5 
2 
0 
> 
; 
1 
* 
1 
5 
"> 
0 
4 
- 
- 
8 
3 
A 


- 
= 
* 
* 
- 
4 
* 
— 


s 
- 
* 


” 
— 


4 
— 
r 


e N e ' 5 68 6 6 we : . ; 
f aer * eee .. 5 _ S Ari; IS ve : 44 ' e 115 
5 ; . „ 31 45 Do e, bs ge e 


ny 
: . * — 7 \ 
r * 2 , * 


25 * —— — er . x. 
2 enen 1 * x> * * 7 2 <A * . : N _ 4 8 5 . 
NONE C whe $1 eg >, oo e pe ee -e | re NM la | | IF 
; 4 * * 4 7 ** hs | Be” . N D $3? 5 ww er 15 4 Wow 7 ; A % %F 9 > we 4 4 "bes by A to, LEG , * : Ws } bor; TH . * * . * * 447 wo * a+ bg . 7 * . * e — Ky 
s : 4 1 : , pA : : „ 4 7 * ; 4 4 I.) N Nees 1 - - 1 7 N * ” 


** * 4 UI 8 * 
eee ern * W- * x * * 2 WN * 
C40, MV nn Sr A Rely. Heats OR. 

4 2 1 / / ; #3 * "= , 


4 il 
1 4 ; 


ARNE ORE TH AP PTY IO RAT IS 
r ok 4 ih 5 e * 8 en 


Exports and hnporte to and from HOLLAND from 1700 to 1780. 


- 


** 
—U—U U — +" Pep beg and] 


e [1 
—— ꝛů— 2—ÿ 


Bottom tine is divided nm Wars, the Right hand li. into £100,000 each. 


) 


Y er eee f ORE” 


MEMO ITE ON OTE NO OO TI eg mnt 
* . . bh 3} 75 Ht FOO RE PT x" ot Luk. re "ed 3.3432). tb * 7 uy 
y : # N N KAY : 
y * 


SM 


ON THE 5 


5 5 TRA DE WITH HOLLAN ' 9 
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I Hx Republic of Holland poſſeſſed at one time, the greateſt part of the trade of Eu- 
rope: their fiſheries occupied the coaſts, and their merchant-veſſels the ocean. They 
were the venders of riches, and the carriers of goods to the reſt of the world; and 
nothing that would bring a price, from a herring to a whale, was conſidered as below 
their attention, or above their reach. Wich a moſt aſtoniſhing degree of induſtry and perſe- 
verance, they raiſed an inconſiderable ſubordinate province to the rank of one of the moſt 
powerful States in Europe; and they ſhewed, that induſtry is rather the child of neceſſity 
than of opportunity. Upon the coaſt of the Mediteranean ſea, a number of fiſnermen raiſed 
up from a ſea · weed bank, the elegant, the rich, and powerful Republic of Venice; which 
for a time engroſſed the carrying - trade of Europe; till another ſet of men, upon another 
ſwampy Re in a ſituation leſs favourable indeed, but with an indefatigable obſtinacy of 


5 


diſpoſition, which, when impelled by neceſſity, is almoſt equal to any purpoſe, wreſted from 
Venice the ſuperiority in trade, and Amſterdam became the firſt commercial city in the 
world. 5 . 
The changeable nature of things, which often in one moment raiſes States, as well as indivi- 
duals, to the higheſt pitch of. proſperity, Rome ſinks them into a low and indigent ſitua- 
ed Ld el ods b 8 


always buy at the beſt market, and as they have the wiſdom to overlook any pe ; 


6 _ - OBSERVATIONS ON THERE «+ 


tion. Other nations now have opened their eyes to the advantages of commerce; and tho 
they cannot all aſpire to become carriers for others, yet they in general wiſh to become car- 
riers for themſelves. In proportion as this takes place, it is evident, the extent of Dutch 
trade and of Dutch conſequence muſt decline. The internal manufactures of Holland, tho 
conſiderable, have never been its chief ſupport ; and as for the productions of a country fo 


| limited in extent, and well peopled, they never have ſupplied itſelf; ſo that it has been literally 
_ aſtore-houſe and nation of carriers, and conſequently, its wealth cannot be very ſtable, but muſt 


exiſt by the indolenceor want of ſkill of other nations, and muſt fall by their exertionand induſtry. 
The Dutch have, however much they want territory at home, had the addreſs to ſecure 


ſome very valuable ones abroad, -and they derive much advantage from the excluſive poſſeſſion 


of the Spice-Iflands in the Eaſt Indies 


The trade between this country and Holland is rather leſs than it has been, partly perhaps, 
becauſe the general amount of the trade of the States is diminiſhing ; and partly, becauſe we 
carry our own manufactures directly to the place where they are to be conſumed. As the Dutch 
where their intereſt is concerned, we ſhall always be ſure of ſupplying them with t ofc arti- 
cles which they can buy to better advantage here than elſewhere. This is pretty certain, for 


no laws, human or divine, nor the moſt ſtrict treaty, will make a Dutchman buy at a dear 


|  -* The double part aded by the Dutch duriog the American war, muſt yet be remembered by every one. 


market, when he knows where to buy at a cheap one. In Afia, the Dutch trample, for in- 


tereſt, upon their religion, and in Europe, upon the laws of nations“; tho” they are ex- 
ceeding oneſt and punctual in. payments; and as they take very ſhort credit, it is a moſt 


What 


beneficial branch of our commerce. 
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TRADE WITH HOLLAND 6 


Whatever it may be owing to, it is a certain fact, that the Dutch are the beſt fitted for mercan- 
tile buſineſs of any people in the world. Their paſſions are all ſubſervient to the love of gain. e | 
Enabled by this, and impelled by neceſſity, they have certainly done wonders ; for beſides — 
that the land is inſufficient in extent to ſupply the inhabitants, the expence of fort ifying it ; 
from the ſea, as well as that of reſcuing it from the dominion of Spain, have loaded them 
with heayier taxes.than any other nation. The powers of getting money were fully called forth 
by nature and circumſtances in Holland, and they have exerted them to the very utmoſt 
hitherto; tho' undoubtedly, that energy by which they were once enabled to ſucceed fo well, 
muſt leave them. Their unanimity is already gone, and their frugality diminiſhes : ſa that in 
time they probaby will be reduced to that rank among nations, to which they are only en- 
titled by numbers, by territory, and by wealth. It is unneceſſary to endeavour to enumerate 7 
the articles of Dutch imports and ex ports, for they deal in every article that is knawn as a 
branch of trade, = e 
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DE thimmenb dale; of North America, every that occurs as 
of remark, has already been noticed. , 
3 will undoubtedly be ob rved that this trade is ſimilar in ſhape, and not muck inferior in *** 
extent, to that of the whole Continent. It is to be preſumed that the which our merch ante 
4 were ſo generous as to ſend over there, were pretty equally diſtributed: over the face of the 33 

country; and that as there were 00 many | to be purchaſed . the eien even the poor —_ 4 


1 5 22 PF. gr ** a . . OE A 


tries had a competent ſhare. .- _ SIR ig Dot Contr Ae. EG; bo ? „ 
ks United States are weld now with very heavy _ _ they are not bleſſed wich. 1 
t unanimity that gives the power of. ſupportin t burt ey wi $6 be "> 
before the 4 ro that hs end was + NG exchanged for what it has plea 85 
call Liberty. But the preſſure of neceſſity, when there is a er. er of exertion, is 4 
e beſt thi that can happen to an infant ſtate: it is the b g of the bow, that gives it 1} 
force to project the arrow. America has every thing neceſſary for the riſe of a great and | 1 
powerful nation; and tho time will be neceſſary to give ſtability to their acts, or unanimitx „„ 
to their councils, yet that time approaches; and whatever we may be inclined to think, or „„ 
pPleaſed to ſay, the eyes of Europe are fixed with attention on America. Nations conſider i . „ 
zs a riſing ſun, and individuals as a land of plenty; nat abounding indeed in gold and ſilver, 5 [; 8 
but in the neceſſaries, and the luxuries of a country life, which are a a ſpecies of wealth more 8 | 


uſeful and leſs precarious than the other. fr. andy ny panes N * 7 
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yet ſucceeded to a long and a ruinous internal war, attended with the joint evils of a forei 


poſſeſs ; for the human mind is 


| Rank, be 
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72 TRADE TO THE UNITED STATES, 


1 man, who ſets down and confders that only four years of peace and independence have 


invaſion, and a civil broil, will think, that perfect harmony could, in this ſhort period, 4 
reſtored ; or could draw a concluſion, that becauſe they are not yet recovered from their ca- 
lamity, chat they never will. 

The Hiſtory of the World has furniſhed few inſtances of ſo great a tract of country un 


dergoing a change, from an uncultivated and barbarous, to a civilized ſtate ; and it will well 
_ the attention of mankind to obſerve the different ſteps, and the progreſs, upon ſo large 
a ſcale. 

There ſeems to be dme firange enlivening vapor 1s 6 new Gl, that an old one does not. 
degenerated in thoſe parts of the world which once gave laws 
3 and freſh, in places which were then inſignificant. Britain, 

days of Auguſtus, was peopled with painted Barbarians ; and even France, the pattern 


2 de ce and — Was Once filled w with fierce ſavages. In later times, Ruffia ex- 
hibit aw ſame ap yet who ſo active in 1 9 as they? In that ſtate of 
men, when endeavouring to rival their neighbou te ſeems a ſort of enthuſiaſm that 


impels individuals, and invi the — The nation that has already got to the deſired 


gins to relax the exertion and to enjoy its fruits; while thoſe people whoſe anceſtors 
look with a ſullen and inactive contempt on the flouriſhing offspring of a later 
Europe has realized this idea, and it is now extended to America, where, from a 


= adventurers, a power is riſing, that it would be in vain to expect, could rang i from the 
more favourable ſoils of Greece or Italy. = 2 
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| bly is getting richer very rapidly. 
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TRADE TO DENMARK AND NORWAY, 


"THIS trade has changed much within theſe thirty years. Our imports are much the ſame 


in amount with what they uſed to be, but our exports are much greater. This may 
be owing to the nature of the articles, what we import being materials, and our exports 
manufactured goods; for it is generally to be obſerved, that a trade that conſiſts of raw ma- 


terials or unfiniſhed produce, is more regularly of the ſame amount than one that confiſts of 
articles ina finiſhed ſtate ; particularly it theſe laſt arearticles of laxury and expence, That 1s 
much the caſe with this branch of our trade, what we export there being chiefly manufac- 


tured goods, and our imports from thence conſiſting vf raw materials ; for we unport little 


from thence that is in a conſumeable ſtate. The amount of trade altogether is ſo incon- 


fiderable, that without any great change in the ſtate of either country, it —_ vary very 


conſiderably in its amount; nor can it be any cauſe of wonder, that Denmark 
ninety thouſand pounds worth of goods annually, more than it did twenty years ago; eſ- 
pecially when we conſider how much our manufactures have improved during that period.“ 


Manu- 


The revenues of Denmark have conſiderably more than doubled ſince the year 1630; ſo the country proba · 


ould import 
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„„ TRADE. TO DENMARK AND NOR Wx. 


1d 35 Mlañnufactures flouriſh inconſiderably in Denmark. The rude art of producing in a ſaleable 
ſtate, tallow, hides, pitch, and tar, with the more difficult but well known art of making e 

0b, ſums up nearly the ingenuity of that country; and theſe articles, with timber (chief 

5 , 7) compolethe experts to other parts. „ 
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f . ? Imports and Exports to and from the SPANISH WEST INDIES from 1700 to 17 80.— | 
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T RAD E WITH THE SPANISH WEST INDIES. 7 
5 
HIS ſeems the moſt variable of any branch of trade that has yet come under our con- 
ſideration; ſometimes conſiderable, and ſometimes inviſible. e 


ere there not ſome mutual advantage, and a very conſiderable one, the amount would not 

have been ſo great ſome years; neither, unleſs other circumſtances took place beſides the direct 
trading intereſt, would it ſometimes entirely ceaſe. The fact certainly is, that there is no 
great nation, nor inconſiderable body of men, who do not wiſh to trade with England. Thoſe 
who cannot pay ready money, can get that length of credit here which they could get no 
where elſe; and thoſe who have money, can lay it out to more advantage here than in any 
other place. A cheap market is always the object of the latter, and long credit of the former; 
and mankind is compoſed, almoſt entirely, of theſe two claſſes; and therefore England is, for 

certain articles, either directly or indirectly, the manufacturer and ſtore-houſe of all na 
tions. And it probably is owing to this cauſe, that in favourable moments, the trade with 
the Spaniſh Weſt Indies roſe, ſuddenly —— , and roſe again, according to opportunity, 
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15 TRADE WITH THE SPANISH WEST IN DIES, 


which will be the natural caſe with any branch of trade that is beneficial in itſelf, but forbid- 
den by the laws-and commercial regulations. It is advantageous, in many different reſpe&ts,  - | 

for a nation to monopolize the carrying-trade of her own colonies, and even the indolent 
Spaniards are'ambitious of that advantage : but their flow habits, and little turn for com- : 1 
merce, prevent them from doing it effectually. „„ oa, 
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Hs branch of our trade, which conſiſts of fiſhing (chiefly for whales) is one, under : 
I circumſtances peculiar to itſelf, and widely differing from thoſe: others on which we 
% SHED... A ³·w-r̃ 6 . M 
In the diviſion that takes place between mercantile and ee eee fiſhing 
takes its place under that of . x latter: it is the production of manual labour, and not the 
transferring of property. If goods are carried from Surinain or Japan, their value is but in- 
cdreaſed by change of place or change fof . poſſeſſor; hut when a fiſh 4s, brought from the bot; 1 I 
tom of the ocean, its value, whatever it may be, is created; for no man would give a far- 1 
thing for a fiſh, even if it were a whale, while it is at large in the ocean. The chance of | 
being able to catch the fiſh is indeed of ſome value; but that is not the value of the fiſh, 
' which depends entirely on its being caught. It may appear that paying rent for a fiſhery, (of 
ſalmon for inſtance) is giving money for the fiſh that are in the water; but it is not ſo in any 
degree; it is only giving money for the, chance of catching the fiſh. If the, privilege, of 
fiſhing on a certain ſpot belongs to an individual; or in other words, if the laws of the; _ 1 
e . . 7 country 
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18 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


country give an individual a right to all the fiſh that are caught on that ſ pot, then may that 
right, like any other, be let or ſold, and the value of the 18 is increaſed by that price, in 
the ſame manner as the price of corn is increaſed by the rent of land. Nobody however would 
venture to ſay, that the farmer who rented an eſtate, paid the landlord for the corn that was to 


grow upon it; he would only ſay, that he bargained fe for leave to cultivate the ground for his own N TS 
; | advantage. 
1 | | When there is no rent paid, the value of the fiſh conſiſts altogether, in the labour and ex- 
8 pence of catching ; and t effects, in a commercial view, are the ſame as if a number of men 1 
created the fiſh out of nothing, or out of water, by the work of their hands. 9 


Salt is univerſally faid to be manufactured, tho' the manner of procuring it is of the ſame 
nature with fiſhing, and indeed, is performed i in a manner not very unlike that in which ſome 
Savages catch fiſh ; and tho our proceſs of making falt is, in its practice, not very like that 
of fiſhing, in principle they are exactly the ſame. The operation is, to ſeparate the minute 
particles of ſalt, which float in water, from the water itſelf. To do this, the water and 
Flt are both pur in a pan, and the water is evaporated by fire, leaving the ſalt behind. To 
_ ſeparate ſmall fiſhes from water, they are both put in a net-bag, and the water runs off 
thr rough holes that are too minute to admit the fiſh to paſs, which are therefore left behind. 


: T6 So there is in reality a greater ſimilarity between making falt and catching ſmall fiſhes, than . 
Op 2, there is s between the lining for oyſters and for whales.“ | 35 
2 gentleman who went lately to the Crimea, and returned in the year 1784, gave the following account of | , 


the manner in which ſalt is made there by nature. There are ſalt lakes which fill in winter and ſpring, but be- 
| gin to dry in ſummer, and in about three * n all dry but a little in the middle. The bord ers are 
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It may ſeem unneceſſary to prove that fiſhing is a manufacture, or (not to offend language) 
of the nature of a manufacture; but it is of high importance, that it ſhould be generally 
known to be fo ; for manufactures, in point of doing good to a country, hold a much higher 
rank than merchandize, and are generally underſtood to do ſo. The. exiſtence too, of this 

branch of fiſhery depends more upon public ſupport and opinion, than many others; and 
it is one of the moſt beneficial : therefore, whatever can tend to raiſing its conſequence in a 
public view, is not only uſeful but neceſſary. - „ 5 
The moſt magnificent ſtructures that art and labour have produced, which float upon the 
ſurface of the ocean, owe their original to the deſire that pervades equally the Savage 
Barbarian, and the moſt luxurious Prince, from the rude Hottentot to the moſt ſenſual 
Apicius, that of catching or of eating fiſh. When that art was firſt diſcovered, neither 
philoſophy nor public ſpectacle had attained the pitch which is neceſſary to induce a few 
individuals of the preſent age to venture in a new element; real neceſſity, or ſenſual appe- 
rite, were alone motives ſufficient to tempt the unambitious natives of the dry land to ven- 
ture upon the water: and inconſiderable as the portion of our preſent naval ſkill required 
for fiſhing may be, yet without the aſſiſtance derived from that art, we cannot trace the dif- 
ferent fleps by which we arrived at the preſent excellence in naval affairs. It has often been 
aſſerted, that fiſheries are neceflary to maintain the ſtrength and dignity of the Britiſh Navy, 


, 


and it is unfortunate that it is not more univerſally believed. = 
left covered with ſalt, and the deeper they go, thethicker is the coat of ſalt that covers the bottom ; and in the 
middle are found thoſe few fiſhes which were in the water in winter. So that nature makes falt and catches fiſh 
dy the ſame operation; and it is certainly more natural to catch ſmall fiſhes as they make ſalt, by evaporation, 


. 


than it would be to ſtrike an oyſter as they do a whale, with a gun-harpoon. 


* 2 1 
* 4 "i 
bs © 
wry 
* 
7 7 
bs 
Aa 
4 
14 
＋ 
1 
f. 
Y 
7 
* 
2 
£ 
x 
E 84 
; 
oy 
| 
z 
7 
- 
} 
: 
| 
7 
31 
f 
z 
. 
. 
* 


OA SIO A ULAR MOOR FAD I ORE. een P'S: Ln * — oe . vigor — . 4 L. — bh . ee — rr Wen ee 
12 * n 43 * 7 a 1 * * R We 2 bs * 5 A "mT N N * > 


5 af 
* * 4 TYP > <a n Y y * 
* v LL D 7. 8 * 2 MW L * 3 
7 > 1 4 
: T 


$0 0B8ERVATIONS' ON THE 
Except rages and fiſhing, the far greater number. of the arts of peabe FP to che 
the human frame. The other arts ate inimical to that robuſt body, and ha 
— hich will always be neceffary to the welfare of a State, while the nations ſettle their 
diſputes by force; and of theſe two, fiſhing and agriculture, the former is the moſt imme 
diately ſetviceable to our f h in time of war; for in addition to W of body and 
habits of Hfe; it adds a degree of ſkill that is capable of being ſoon made ſufficient for the 
ſervice of this country. Of all the different branches of the fflher — that carried on 
in the North Seas for whales i bf necn Ds bo fo for a nurſery of 'ſeamen,'a pd Oe them a 
greater degree of health and erhaps any other trade. The cold pure air, 
and the eaſe they enjoy on board ve cls dur ar pretty la ge and commodiqus, "i all ogorher, 
make the men remarkably vigorous and healthy. eee? 
Beides the rea! advantage the'fiſhery — 5 in raiſing men for the ſervice in tinge of war, 
i affords a relative advantage alſo,” g the 1. nie and other nations, from havin ng 
a greater number of fiſhermen than "hey a at preſent have; for were it not for 'our Hans 
the Dutch in fiſheries in times of peace, we! und not be able to rival them in fight 
times of war. 'Advantageous as this buſineſs 1 is in all theſe reſpects, in a ſtrictly e 
ſenſe it has not anſwered well yet; for it has never paid merely of itſelf, but has been fup- 
rted by a bounty from Government, chan which nothing was ever more wiſe. Could chat 
—— be increaſed ſo as to double the trade, it would be ſtill better than it is. 
At this time, when public expence has reached an unparalleled height, and it "ow become 
the manner of the times to profeſs economy, and to practiſe profuſion, the improvements 
of the day have extended to the reduction of this. v very wile. 6 and the elocution of 
| cho who did, and of thoſe who. d not 1 N Wr 
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chat! BREE matter. The moſt al affirmed, tha; it 1 fave as —_— OY : 

and believed, the 

neral intereſts of the navy would not ſuffer ; thoſe again who were not ſo deſirous of blinding 

eir country, or ſo indifferent to its real intereſt, maintained on the contrary, : and with a conſider- 

able degree of plauſibility, | that the economy that riſked Ka flake and faved, a paltry 

ſum, was falſe. economy that! it was bee. e and that it was dangerous. 

_unheated. by diſpute ar gay by party, it is ſcarcely neceſſary to prove. ſo evident and — 
ſo well e e Rs An inveſtigation i into the Hooper checkt f or bounnes: FS make it 

ir mac * en by 115 TN | | 155 
t is very true thr the public fupport ou he to be given to buſineſſes with, cautic 15 chat 17 
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11 being neceſſary is rather to be conſidered as an unfavourable circumſtance. There is a | i 
marked diſtinction between buſineſſes chat ae: of. a nac to warrant. bounties, and thoſe RE 45 


ö that are not. 1 
When public good is is to be the refalt of the tar of a. buſineſs carried on by individuals 
it * he niſero give it a.couflant public ſupport. 7 
rs that a m ure would be a thriving one, if fairly introduc bur 
troduoed unleſs it meets with public ſup do at firſt, then it is w e and 
politic to give it a 7emporary but not a conſtant aſliſtance. 
When a manufacture is ſuch as to require a conſtant bounty, but chat no public advantage 
can ever be expected from it, no public DAguragement ſhould in chat caſe be given. A few 
inſtances will make this more plain. j 
The growing of oranges in this country would be attended with: no public advantage, and 
it could not be done extenſively without Pee ſupport ; therefore it ought not to be en 
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The growing of * will be advant | 0 
introduced; therefore it has two claims to a temporary encouragement. 


The fiſheries deſerve encoura gement on ove of number of claims than any her thing 
whatever; they will in the end To as prod 2 of private wealth as they: alway 
and will be productive of public firengrh, and national reſpeQability. x. 
that make a nation richer, ſtronger, or more happy ; or that tend to exalt 
national character, but that will not pay individuals, deſerve public encouraę 


All thoſe things 


' Learnin 


t and wiſe monarchs 
- for = out they were at firſt take 


ly been conſidered as proper objects for patro> 
n by the hand, they would not pay the individuals, 


The veſſels that are uſed for the Greenland fiſhery are of a larger ſize than coaſting 


ageous 1 to the country, apd wall thrive when once fairly | 


* have been, | 


A 
and the fine arts exalt national character, and increaſe happineſs ; therefore, 


Neeber they would not exiſt; for it is an axiom, that what will not pay, will never exiſt | 
in any extenſive degree; ev thing muſt either pay, or be paid. 


ſels, and it employs many veſſels that would bern be uſeleſs at the end of a war; by | 
which means a conſiderable loſs is prevented. 
The buſineſs is a very precarious, rather chan an ; unprofitable one, for it pays a kighly | 


ſome years; but as the time in which the buſineſs is generally done, or loſt, for the ſeaſun, 


is bur a few weeks (for before and after the time that the main body of the whales 1 | 


there is but little done) it is not expected to be very uniformly equal. 
It KO from this Chart that the trade increaſes ; but the real amount of buſineſs done 


l attracts much the minute attention of the cuſtom 0 officers. 
Wich regard to the ſmall trade to Bermuda, no obſervations occur. 
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| artiſts prefer in doing real buſineſs ; nor is it uſed by joiners, cabinet - makers, 
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an 
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is ai GA all way of badet is coliiery towns, who harng ramen 
to lay out on a large ſtock, buy the kind * will do for any chance purpofe. Now 

iron is exactly this; for with a few bars of that, well choſen, a poor country black-ſmith 
will be better ans ry than with five times the quantity from an _ — Aeny It is to 


be obſerved, chat they are all uncertain, when they purchaſe it, what particular uſe it is to 
ſerve, and therefore they muſt have the kindithat will do for any of | the probable purpoſes. 
This is well worth the attention of iron-maſters, for it is ſurpriſing how much demand al- 
ways has been by that ſingle circumſtance. The knife is not the edge-tool that 


other workers in wood ;! yet if any. man were confined. to the uſe of one ſmall ec 
5 _ knife as | the moſt; likely. to apply to any of thoſe purpoſes chat cha 
a the wa way; and kmves out: number, ten to one, any other edge - tool. © 'Thete is 
; eat ſimilarity between the reaſ reaſons for the univerſal ul . Ne 
or Swediſh i _ which 3 * abe neee 
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_ conſidered as worth thinking about at all ; for it is a miſtake, to think that things are always 


tities too {mall to be perceived or noticed. 


for the number of ingenious and liberal ſpirited men, who employ their talents 
_ capitals to the improvement of that manufacture, was perhaps never equalled in any age, or 
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TRADE WITH SWE DE N. 1 
regarded and valued according to mathematical or numerical quantity, as it would appear to 
a reaſoning theoriſt they ought to be; for to the mind, as well as to the eye, there are quan- 


The different qualities of iron, the cold-ſhort, the red-ſhort, &c. &c. &c. ſeem to be 


produced, not by the original material, but by the method of manufacturing. And if ſo, 


a few years will produce iron of every kind, and of the very beſt of every kind in England; 
their 


in any country. But it is- an art that does not, like a mechanical contrivance, admit of 


being 3 to a very perfect ſtate at once; becauſe obſervation and experience, both of 


the men and their maſters, are the guide, and not reaſon or invention. With regard to the exports 


to Sweden, they are few and inoonſiderable; luxury has not made a great progreſs in that 


country; when it does, Britiſh manufactures will be its attendants, as they generally are to 


other. parts of the world. 


Ss  OBSER- 


* The Author of this was at an experiment made by Mr. Cort of Goſport, where two tons of rough iron, in 
a very rude ſtate, was converted firſt into rough bars, and then into nail-rods, in about an hour, by bein 


heated to a white welding-heat, and made to paſs through between two iron rollers while at that heat. This 


ſeemed to produce a very inſtantaneous effect upon the nature of the iron, improving it conſiderably in quality 


| m—_— time it went through. This invention, however, tho” it met with the approbation of moſt that were there, 
(a 


a number of iron-maſters were preſent) has not yet prevailed ; for it is not the intereſt, either of the 
maſters or the workmen, to encourage In adopt a mode ſo new, as to render uſeleſs the machinery of the former, 
and the {kill of the latter. There may perhaps too be diſadvantages in actual practice, that were not then ob- 
vious; but certainly, to judge from the appearance, the invention ſeemed deſerving the utmoſt encouragement ; 


and if the advantage was equal to the ſuperior mechanical power of rolling above that of a hammer, it would 
gain us a great ſuperiority over Sweden and Ruſſia in the manufacture of iron. TRY, 
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- Fi "HE nature of this trade, certainly not the moſt honourable in the world, affords room 
I for much inveſtigation and remark in a moral or humane point of view: in a pol 


itical or a 
commercial light it is perhaps leſs conſpicuouſly an object of attention. It conſiſts chiefly 
of commodities that are confidered as holding a firſt rate place in the animal and the mineral 
world, for which in return the Africans receive the moſt raſcally articles that the ingenuity of Eu- 


ropeins has found means to produce. In return for our fellow creatures, for gold, and for 


ivory, we exchange the baſeſt of thoſe articles that are ſuited to the taſte or tlie fancy of a 
deſpicable ſet of Barbarians. Whether the 1333 liquors or the fire-arms that are ſent: 
there, are moſt calculated for the. deſtruction of 


attending the uſe of the other. There does not ſeem to be that regard to honour in this trade, 


which 


55 * A gentlem it nan who was | ing es bn manufaQory of uns in En land, obſerved, they looked very 
. — as a oil tn for hal bole ſo bad. He then aſked a 


coarſe and inſufficient. He was told they were for Africa, 


man who. was making the barrels whether they would bear proving : © Why maſter, ſays he, if ren 
= "4 © — gk en 1 | _ » Know, 
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| the purchaſers, might become a queſtion not 
very eaſy to determine. The noxious quality of the one, is at leaſt equalled by the danger 
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which ought to make part of the nice character of the Engliſh merchant, unimpeachable, 
and unimpeached. Upon the Change of London or of Amſterdam it ſeems as if we kept 
our honour for ourſelves, and that wh theſe Cart who are more inferior in addreſs and 
cunning, than perhaps in any thing elſe) no honour, humanity, or equity, were at all neceflary. 
The nations of Europe who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the appellation of civilized, 
and of Chriſtians, have uniformly ſhewn this baſe diſpoſition; and there is not more reaſon 
for ſaying that hawks will kill pidgeons, than that Europeans make free with the = i 
lives, property, and poſſeſſions of the natives, whether of India, Africa, or Ame- 
rica. Nobody will fay that if the hawk could eat the pidgeon, without putting it to 5 85 
death, it would not do it.” And if an European can enrich himſelf without injur- 
ing the natives of theſe defenceleſs countries, he is willing to do it; but we are unac- 
quainted yet with any crime or any cruelty, that would over- balance the love of gain in the 
breaſt af Europeans, when dealing with: defenceleſs natives, whether they are the more ci- 
vilized inhabitants of Peru, the iraſcible ones of Africa, or the mild natives of the! Aſiatic 
F world: thoſe who reap the fruits of their rapine, meet with the honour and regard that gold 
4 is generally ſure to purchaſe ; and the induſtrious at home, who acquire wealth by a more ho- 
[28 nourable means, ſhare in the ignominy thrown upon their country, without having themſelves 
5 ſufficient regard to national character, or to juſtice, to put the mark of diſgrace and averſion 
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5 
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he 


upon ſuch actions: 
know, Icantellyou I had rather ſtand before her than let her off. Theſe guns are not bored except for a few inches, 
nor are they ſound welded; and they lame the poor people in Africa wretchedly, who are ſo fooliſh as to make 
uſe of them. Another ſpecies of impoſition, leſs dangerous indeed, was practiſed a few years ago. There was 
a demand for a fort of bracelet made of braſs ;' the quality of the braſs was debaſed as low as poſhble. At laſt the 
ingenuity of deceit found out a way of making them of caſt iron, turning off the outſide ſkin, and covering 
them with a ſolution of copper, which fold for bra, *till the ignorant natives found out the deception ; but it 


was a trade for ſome years, 


OR 
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never pay, becauſe they are brought in competition with the labour of free men. Were the 
labour of ſlaves, in like manner, oppoſed to that of free men (ſeaſoned and ſuited to the cli- 


undergo that labour, which is neceſſary to cultivate plantations in hot climates ; beſides, they 


they would do it. No man would wiſh to emancipate the whole ſlaves in an iſland at once, 


* oy Wah 
N 4 


The wealth that ariſes from the cultivation of our Weſt Indian Plantations: by means of 


flaves, is much difputed. It has been affirmed by many, that the labour of ſlaves is more 


expenſive than that of hired ſervants; and there is reaſon to believe that it is ſo; for, from 
he nature and conſtitution of men, we. may be well convinced that no puniſhment can operate 


ſo effectually as the love of gain. Men are often found in that ſtate when they are hardened 


againſt the fear of pain, but never when they are indifferent to the pleaſures purchaſed by 
money. Another thing is, that the moſt arbitrary maſter cannot give a willing mind; and 
who 1s there among men who does not know, that the degree of labour of which the human 
body is capable, is regulated full as much by the temper of the mind, as the ſtrength of the 


Ih this country, houſes for labour, or the works to which notorious criminals are confined , 


mate) it is probable it alſo would be found not to pay. Natives of Britain certainly cannot 


do not leave this country with an intention to labour at the meaner employments. But our 
iſlands are different from other parts of the world, if they require a continual new ſupply of 
people from other countries. Allowing, however, that they do require a ſupply, it cannot beſo 
conſiderable as to oblige great numbers to be imported every year, if they were properly 
treated. It may perhaps be ſaid, that good treatment will not do with Negroes; at firſt it 
might not, but they would ſoon be convinced that it was their intereſt to behave well, and 


but it might be done by degrees, and laws might previouſly be made for the purpoſe of re- 
gulating them, when made free. Perhaps it might be neceſſary to prevent them from ever pur- 
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1 | chafing land, and to lay them under ſome other reſtriftions of that kind: 
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I Which bave been repreſented | in this work, is not ſmall when we conſider "6 extent of 
 ebuntry;' and the numbers of inhabitants in theſe little iſlands, who are very induſtrious, 
It muſt occur to eyery perſon naturally, that the fmaller a diſtrict or an iſland is, the ex- 
ports and imports will be the greater when compared with the number of inhabitants. Take 
"the exports and imports, of all Europe with the other quarters of the world, conſidering 
'Evrope as one country, and it will not 155 found to amount to one ſhilling a perſon, a. | 
num. Take the amoynt in Britain, it will be found about forty ſhillings a 1 . nſider 
what is bought and ſold 
all, a ſingle bow ab fünf DE all that it uſes, and ſells all hit it roduces ; and the mean- 
eſt family taken in this way, does, roportionally, more buying 10 ſelling, than the richeſt 
ſtate taken in a yan. Conſider the whole earth as one ons: and it neither pen nor 
* he inter | 2 which ade all the foreign wa Jamettic n Aeg 
of men, amount together, to the whole wealth produced by any nation, diſtrict, or family. 
As theſe two quantities compoſe a third, the Increaſe of one of the quantities muſt nm 
| tended 
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by a fing le village, and it will be ſtill | greater an that. And laſt of 
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fubzects, muſt ſoon know this fact, and 
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tended with the A ien of the other. Thus, 
in England, as, if cultivated, would 


8 there is as much uncultivated g 


grow as muck flax as we we rt; then ſhould our im 
become leſs by all the flax, and our internal trade would i : ſo that to form a real eſti- 
mate of the wealth of a country, a vaſt number of things oth in. The exports and im- 
ports form a good: baſis for the inquiry, but muſt be compared with thoſe other circumſtan- 


ces of internal commerce and population. In treating of Ruſſia it was obſerved, that it 


might be opulent and luxurious without any foreign trade at all, on account of its great 


extent, and variety of foil and climate; ; and farther, that at preſent | its commerce is incon- 
ſiderable, when compared with its N. Every 3 who pays attention to theſe 


it is of particular conf — 8 that ĩt thould. be al- 
ways kept in view, elſe they will be liable to make very falſe concluG 


8 * ſome old facts are told, without conſidering all theſe things, England ſeems to have 
beena ve 


mean, poor country ;# but when they enter into the calculation, we. that 
= of hob great trade is occaſioned by actual 5 and part by different habits of life; 
fuppo © ns! we ſhould chuſe to live without the roductions of the Weſt, as we did four hun- 


dAdred years ago, and prefer Engliſh cloth and Engliſh food to the effeminate and, luxurious 
a at a. the. Eaſt; our own malt * to the: 1 wines of France and 
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pound weight of cheeſe out of the country.” See Hume, 
* II. page 133. And this a ion, e ee, nm the rovenues of 
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"TRADE TO GUERNSEY, JERSEY, AND ALDERNEY. % © 
ö | Spain; our trade would be back at a very low ebb in a ſhort time; tho' it is poſſible 2 


N | even then we might be _— very rich, powerful, and luxurious in our own way. __ i OR . 
: | To reaſoning like this, which applies to all commerce whatever, more or leſs, we muſtt 
attribute the amount of this comparatively conſiderable trade to theſe ſmall iſlands. — 1 
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Portugueſe are not much unlike thoſe of 
d to commerce, only that they are worſe. We ex 
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our exports are the work of ou r hands, theirs are the production of 
cir poſſeſſions ; of which l. bei have ſome that are very valuable. 
which haye altered the geography of countries, and tho manners 
eſe ; but they ſoon gave up ente Yrize, an 
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commerce and in politics. They reſeml 
life, ſearch for rarities and pebbles, which, 
e for what are ultimately much more valuable, common 
f own, uſe that they bring from 11 quarters. of The worl 
; gold, pearls, and even d with the moſt aro- 
— of A and ſpices, from Africa, America, and the Eaſt. - Thoſe 
for men who have learned to falt fiſh, to raiſe corn, to manufacture the neceſſa- 
ries, and enjoy the luxuries of life. „„ | 

The iſlands of Madeira make part of the valuable poſſeſſions of the Crown of Portugal, 


and furniſh ſome of the moſt delicious wines in the world. The firſt ſugars that 
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Europe, are ſaid to have been produced in theſe iſlands; but they are not now the cheapeſt, i 
and have given place to the cultivation of the vine, in which theſe iſlands may probably for ever 
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remain unrivalled; for the 
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that poſſibility of imitation, 


plant another; 1 in the mark. 
much variety in quality, t 


lar flavour and variety of theſe wines exempt t 


or that ſpecific price bei fxe 
„fer, at are of le 4 


ere WL e in price, 


hes ariſin 


d, that enables one place to ſup- 
exquiſite nicety. ver there is 
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ng from faſte or faſhion, 
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both of which are concerned in the uſe of wines, and liquors of all 


1 55 manufactured; but 
[6 hat the 1 m 


le are not ſkilful! in the taſte, 
beſt. This produces che 


The caſe is very 
45 different with _— that poſſeſs not that variety; ſugar, for inſtance, bears a certain price, in 


f rket is th | 
7 "of ifferent tries, that is Kel well known to"exift' | 
: os . 5 S07609 7,0 00 ', TOA SW 0.02 | 
i thi bene with preciſion ;' but exbellence, : 
| ed value on the latter. The one ſort; , therefore, 
15 where, the ey ca be done cheapeſt, and the other where the "my excel 
5 t. IN ers, of the üſefül and the fine arts, intermix and divide i in 
13 erent 8 and in a manner, that gives. dle to infinite variety. 
great inſtruction, would atiſe from an inveſtigation at length | 
quences, 24 diſtin®tion enters into the value of moſt things, and is int 
with the gene E | 
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| VVV „ 
A TO FLANDERS, 

9 HE trade to Flanders, which conſiſts chiefly of thoſe of our manufactures that are ne- 
„ ceſſary in a poliſhed country, has become a ad conſiderable and a very beneficial one, 
. within theſe thirty years. | 

The excellence of our hardwares, and many of our wove ſtuffs, have been the occaſion of 

h this late increaſe and balance in our favour. 'The imports from thence are very inconſide- 
rable; for the excellence of our manufactures preclude the neceſſity of our importing 9 

of the great articles of expence, and they have not natural productions to furniſh us with to 

- ' amount, at leaſt not ſuch as we want. | Ns 

| Particular places will always excel in the art of ſorne manufactures, which ; are not worth 
; While imitating in other parts, or which cannot, from the nature of things, be manufae- 

. «tured in every country, as there is not ſufficient conſumption to employ ſo many different 
manufactories; but except for which, and for the productions of the earth that are not to be 
found in England, there are not many manufactured finiſhed goods imported. For whatever 
Flanders has to ſpare, there are other markets nearer at home, and better for them than 

. England. Such a trade as this, is of more real cg than ten times the amount to Ame- 
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. . uch is poſition of men, that we value what is 1 „ 


is ſafe and beneficial.” The ſupport and rotection of our 


©. Flanders-oughtt be « matter of public attention, as it is of public advantage. 
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This Chart is different from the others in principle, as it does not com 
and it is much inferior in willey to 7 that do; for thou 
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Y oy Firſt, as Scotland is not an iland, nor a kingdom by itſelf, but a part of Britain, 28 the 2 
. | trad by ſea and land with England 1 is not taken into this account, (and that alone is probabl Na 
13 55 er than all the remaining branches) it muſt be evident to every one, that there is a pol 
- He So F of Scotland being very wealthy, and luxurious, without any foreign trade, in the 
iame manner that any inland county of England, may, abound in riches, without having * 
. . connection with any foreign country. 1 5 

B 1 Another reaſon for the ſmall foreign trade of n is, that luxury is little Aw end „ 
EE  _, +, | | among the lower ranks of people, who conſume almoſt no foreign produce of any kin. 
6 Their victuals are produced at home, they make their own linen, their coarſe woollen ſtuffss, | 
1 5 and the rude — of a thatched cottage. So that excepting ſome hardwares, ſuch — 
| =, , * buttons; buckles; knives, forks, locks, hinges, ſp ades, ſhovels, and a few trinkets, with 
_— ſome articles, all of which are of ſmall amount Wet doin Jared with the real expences of living, 
they need to import little from any country; and theſe fe things being Engliſh manufacture, « 5 
ee eee their trade. 5 
25 ineipal foreign imports conſiſt of flax, iron, (ſometimes corn, tho? not often) wines, | 
5 Grubber, d ſome other materials for 1 ; there is not, however, any article of lux- 
By: . almoſt in uſe in England, that is not alſo in Scotland, but not in great quantity; for 
- _ 3 2 luxury is in the country, is confined to the higher ranks, the labouring people never 
FO „ yoying any at all. As it is not internal wealth, but the wants of ple ar make foreign 
ZA — and Lay uch wants as they cannot ſupply at home; atid as t e bulk of the people in . 
3 2 Scotland have few wants that they do not themſelves ſupply, their foreign trade is not a mea- 5 
iure of their internal wealth, which, cho it is not great, is not ſo ſmall : as from this ne 
1 The induſtry of, Scotland . in e but not in vigorous exertion. The manners „ 
vp a the labouring people, and their habits of life, muſt RIES a wet change before * . 
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ral wealth, like chat of England, will be diffuſed there. It is well known, that in reſpect to 
the ſoil and climate it has not been 2 favoured, tho' with regard to the induſtrious 
ber of the people; it has ly been reckoned more fortunate; and perhaps they 

5 s the orginal requifites for z rich m_ 2 pg. WIT degree, but they: want the great ” 
4 7 Alen who will be {itisfied with th aſe of »lintle; haverhonwed to'carn nds aud this is ä 
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j dame caſe wich labourers im Scotland; as K was before! obſerved; "the little that they do require, | 
l is the — — their-vwri)coutnry. As i man works for another, unleſs he wants to be | 


tharcthe other has got, the people of Scotland are under little neceſity 
E labouring; for ex exportation; and nccordingly, in proportion to the capitals that are in the 
'country;/-it 1$'wonderful how little is employed in making goods for foreign markets. - 
As either real, or artificialwants, are generally allowed to be the ſole motives for induſtry; 

as the:realogants of che- in Scotland are ſupplied by themſelves, and they have very 
4 few ee . . are under 1 * W. to jabour more oe 1 ow at vi qt — 
=| * yqQoWw 203 22171479 (hats Of 'D * 5 | vey 
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* While Seveth, induſttylis e to the e it will abe be very wy hk RTE being — 855 7 0 
4 mn (EN * limited to a certain eonſumption, men are afraid of doing 700. much, and of wanting employment; 1 
1 „ e Fer the caſe WP — theme tho“ it is a feeling almoſt unknown in England. When we con- ES 
A | \ | ? ler that in a on thus ag f [mers within itſelf, the riches, of one man depends on thoſe of his WY OT, 
) ne Wein ebe, it is wid e f diffuſed, and univerſity felt. In a barren year, when farmers 1 
. are not able to pay ons rents well, Both lan band tenants employ- few tradeſmen, who, of coutſe, can buy | 1 
* and ſell leſs among themſelves; ſo that the whole momma is put upon ſhort allowance for a year or two, = 
which never happens in a manufacturing 1 manufactures, like oil on the ſurface of water, | 5 
make the. ſurface of wealth vols, 6 and 180 nor 61 ar Even the fertility of Egypt has known a famine for a 00 
"want of manùfuctures; but f * manufacture exiſts upon a barren rock, it will be © improvidence 
alone that will let want be felt * R | | p 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


.they do not labour /o much as they ought to | and en they could do, remaits, a to be 


20 of liſe bear a certain porti d wa of manual labour, 3 
no ſkill employed; for in every cov 20 meaneſt — muſt get b to maintain 
himſelf and a family. Were labourers to live upon the ſame food in 


cheaper there.? In chat — — — one 
would be equal: to the induſtry of the other, wit out regard to the — che nominal 
money, which is not ſo true a meaſure of the value, as the lahour itſelf is. The wages 
common labour, however, is not near two-thirds of the price of labour in England, becauſe, 
according to the mode of living, and the victuals they eat, they can ſupport 
families for leſs than two-thirds of the nominal money. It would appear 
labour in Scotland is paid for at 2 lower rate than in England; for in proportion to 


„ 2 * * bo 4 5 '# y 1 * *. 4 


= 
4 * 


> 


price of food jt is not equally high; yet the is the caſe, and labour is pai 
higher rate rather in Scotland t n in t is not ſo eaſy to eſtimate 

the labour of men employed in agriculture, as of artificers who work by the week, or of la- 
bourers who work by the day. The wages for hired labour in Eng een from 8 to 133. 

in the week; in London it is 128. in inland counties 108. or 108. 6d. - ee % of e rl et 

The wages of common artificers in England is from 15s. to a : 

Joiners, black-ſmiths, &c. In London the loweſt is 16s. the common rate rk why 

Guinea ; in the country it is about twp or t ot fie 919 1 
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TRADE OF SCOTLAND: "7 1 


In Scotland, the wages of the ſame ſort of common labour, that is, 10 or 128. in England, „ 
is from 4 to 6s. The wages of artificers are from 6 to gs. a week; fo that they are not in an | 1 
caſe equal to half what they are in England. This being the caſe, the labour in Scotland 5 
ſeems to be conſiderably under par, and the things produced by labour ſhould be under too: 1 
the contrary, however, is the caſe. Hammered iron-work is as dear in Scotland as it is in 
England, in actual money. Now, it ought to be, on account of the different value of money, 
dt leaſt one- ſixth cheaper than it is in England. The work of joiners and carpenters, when 
as well executed, is full as dear; and in general, the building branch is equal in ex as . 
in England; and cabinet - work is not much cheaper, tho! it is greatly inferior in goodneſs. „ 
As the wages of labour are not half ſo high in Scotland as in England, but the things 1 
| 2 can are nearly as dear, the concluſion is anavoidable, that they do not work ſo hard, at 
There is not in abilities, indifference of bodily ſtrength, or in any conſtitutional circum. 18 

ſtance, a reaſon for this; for when the ſame men come to England, they can work as hard, 2 [i 
and as productively as Engliſhmen. The methods of doing work are more expeditious in 1 
England than in Scotland, for they are better, but this alone would not make ſo great a dif- 1 
ference; the change is brought about certainly by neceſſity; that thing which is wanting to | 1 
ſtimulate induſtry at home, preſſes hard here, and jt continues to preſs. The vigor 1 =_ * 
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. * Suppoſe iron- work, value 6d, per Ib. in London, ſhould be only 44d. in Scotland ; thus, deduct 2d. the ori- | ; | HY 
ginal value of iron, then there remains 4d. for labour. As labour ſhould nominally be 4 cheaper, jt ought to be 5 wb 

21d. but if the men in Scotland worked as hard as they do in England, and at their preſent wages, the 4d. 5 
would be diminiſhed to leſs than 2d. ſo that the iron-work would be under 4d. that is, cheaper, tho' we only | 'q 

"claim + in the argument, Upon the whole, iron-work is dearer in Scotland than in England, for in the manu- 
facturing counties it is & cheaper than in any part of Scotland, and much better, 
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better and more enlivening food exiables: the body to bear an exertion of vigorous. induſtry, 
to which it was perfectly unaccuſtomed; and the temporary avocations that even the loweſt 


men allow themſelves i in b watt form at ance an incitement and reward. to w. 
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. To reverſe the caſe of "improving Scotland, which we have bean endeavouring to prove 
luxury among the lower ranks of men; let us conſider what 
c land to the ſtate of Scotland. Suppoſe thoſe men who at 
preſent eat roaſt beef, and drink ſtrong malt liquor, could, by any ſupernatural wer, be 
made to live conte upon oat-meal and potatoes, with butter-milk and ſmall- beet, 
ſo that they could live upon two ſhillings a werk; is it poſſible to ſuppoſe that theſe men 
would be at the pains to work hard, to earn fix times as much money as they uſed ? or is ĩt 
Poſſible that the labouring people ſhould all be rich; if it were poſſible that they could con- 
inue to do ſo for ſome time, when would it end? Tach mh world get fell fortune, (for 
.xery little would be a fortune to men that could live fo cheap) and he would ceaſe to be in- 
duſtrious. In ſhort, it is ſo impoſſible to conceive this, that we muſt at: once be; ſatisfied, 
indolenes would be the conſequence of living cheap, as induſtry: is of living dea 
The changes that take place upon the manners of a country; are ſlow and gradual, Length 
of time is neczſſary to produce much in Scotland, but it is going on faſter than it did. Per- 
haps no country is bleſſed with a more liberal minded nobility and gentry than Scotland; it is 
their intereſt to improve arts and manufactures, and they generally do all they can: tho it is 
not by the ſplendid eſtabliſhment of a large company, but by regulations on their own eſtates, 
chat it is moſt effectually to be brought va The real advantages derived from adventure, 
"are not much known in Scotland, N * have undertaken but few, ind the number in which 
they can boaſt of ſucceſs, is n more ncookderable. ads <tr 
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TRADE OF SCOTLAND. 8 
Some of the methods ſo well known and practiſed in the manufacturing counties in Eng- 


1 land would facilitate this change, without any expence, more completely than perhaps the 1 
1 more liberal and noble methods which the men of landed property would naturally take. Wh 
1 Io induce labourers to work hard, it is abſolutely neceſſary to introduce the cuſtom of * 
1 A paying according to the work done. It is amiſtake to prefer employing men who take low wages; | 

1 , e-, there is ſeldom ſo much difference of price as there is in the labour; it is far cheaper to employ a 

1 5 man who can get a good deal, and put work through hand. Letting out work by the piece, as 7 

1 it is called in England, that is, paying according to quantity, and not to time, when it can be & 10 
F done, is beſt both for the maſter and the labourer ; in general men labour ſo as to get one-half W 
4 more, and to bring the work one-third or one-fourth cheaper.“ Another thing neceſſary 1 
1 is, never to employ more workmen than can do the buſineſs, but rather fewer, and to keep 9 
F them hard at work; and if expedition is neceffary, to let them labour earlier and later, rather bk 
| than take on new workmen. This would produce induſtry among the labourers, and fave i 


money to the gentlemen : were this practiſed upon every eſtate with the labourers, they would 


| ſoon change their habits, and wages would riſe at the ſame time that the real value of labour 9 
*| would fall. W 1 j 
-| 8 | Jo enable men to live better and work harder, the uſe of ſtrong malt liquor ſhould be en- 1 
| | couraged, and the killing of butcher-meat, in every little town or village. One conſequence 1 
-| 8 would be, that a number of men would be turned out of bread / on this would not 4 
be a pleaſing circumſtance of this plan, but it is this that is to be the foundation of all the — may 

As gentlemen of landed property de not conſider how this happens, when a man comes to get more wages | 


than uſual they think it a cheat, and give over; but this is only for want of being accuſtomed to that mode 
of doing buſineſs, as it is far the leaſt expenſive : as it is cheaper to keep good horſes and feed them well, than 
to keep poor weak horſes that can live upon ſtraw. N | | | 
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LY 


good, "2 han would be the mote found to fiſh upon the coaſts, and manor for ex- 
portation. At this time, · when a public and a ſpirited exertion is making to encourage fi 


it would be a | mp time to begin endeavouring to ſuppreſs ſuperfluous hands in other lines, 


who will therefore take to that employment. rtainly, by encouraging fiſheries, it is meant 


to employ more hands, and where are they to come from but from other buſineſſes ?® The 
time to lop off the people in one way, is certainly, therefore, the fit time to encourage the 


Were theſe things done, the wank of Scotland would ſoon increaſe, and it does not ap- 
pear that it would be attended with expence and riſk even in the firſt inſtance. 
There might be a number of other things neceſſary to complete, or facilitate this plan, 


which is here only rudely hated at, a8 entering into it fully, would be foreign to this pub-⸗ 
lication.{ 


The ſpirit of adventure is but very ſmall in Scotland, tho' it has with the world at 
large a very different character. The os, and love of adventure, and of project, that has 


been attributed to men who come from thence, are acquired from future views in life, and 
not from original intention or education. Uncertainty of proſpects makes adventure neceſ- 


ſary, and indulges hope, which qa . riſe to the moſt ee ambition. It is 


9 ! 


There are ſome 3 to every thing, and it vill be ſaid, what, willa carpenter become a fherman, andthe 
day-labourer throw by the ſpade and take hold of the net ? Yes—the carpenter will build boats, and the other 


will uſe them; but the advantage will be, that both will bring up their children to thoſe occupations, and in 


10 or 15 years 'the preſent inconvenience will be intirely at an end. 


1 There is nothing in the leaſt degree original in this plan, it is exactly conformable to the manner in which 
W hanaabarks: the molt proſperous parts of England. 
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nere, oo 
perfectly natural that an elder brother, who had always plenty, ſhould be contented with a 


moderate fortune; while a younger one, born with leſs pleaſing proſpects, acquires thouſands, 


and ſtruggles eagerly for thouſands more. This has occafioned the world to miſtake Scotland 


as being filled with men of enterprize and adventure, when the direct contrary is the caſe, in 
ſo great a degree, that the preference given by them to what is certain, over what is in any 
degree a riſk, 1s one principal bar to the improvement of the country. 5 
The chief export from Scotland is linen, tho' many finer branches of weaving are now 
come to great perfection. By land there are great numbers of cattle continually ſent into 


England. The balance of trade in reality muſt be in its favour, becauſe the taxes levied by 


Government are not nearly all ſpent in the country, beſides great ſums of money that the 
proprietors of land bring every year to London. Eg | 
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15 HE bend of * 3 load of 3. under which” we groan, are felt Ph every individual 
in the nation. To diſcover the beſt mode of pa it off, has employed the attention 


3 many able men, in every rank of ſociety. Much ability has deen diſcovered by ſome. it 
5 has iven riſe. both to learned and deep inquiries, and to contemptible reverie. 


The rate at which our debt has in time paſt accumulated, as r eee in this Chart, is 
fufficient to alarm people who have an eye to futurity. The eye of prudence is always turned 
with attention, to an evil that continues conſtantly to increaſe, however gradual and {low its 
progreſs may be; but when precipitate miſchief Res in its ee che Nane 
and 8 e negligent are e unable to withhold their attention.“ 
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| '» The inſtability of Govern, "a" the firſt aviation of debt, is ſaid to 1 ſuggeſted to o Kin William 
the idea of eſtabliſhing his family and his throne more ſolidly, by means of a ſtructure of this ſort ; and it is not 
unlikely. Firſt, the character of the King, and the knowledge which he poſſeſſed, 4 _ acquainted with the 
finances of Holland, make this poſſible. Secondly, he did the thing, and it has that effect. There 
is reaſon to think that the Crown has ſtill perſevered in the ſame politics, but wit = King William's wiſdom. 
8 would haye known when to ſtop, as well as when to begin: the ineffectual 1 — nne that 'deen 
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ability, for the increaſe of the thing itſelf is a proof, that we 
| but we are not equally certain that it has not been. done wilfaly. The conjeGture that hom? bs! by the alot 


take its place. This has ſo many arguments to ſupport its probability, that we can ſcarcely doubt 


6% OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


Without abvicing to the honour of deviſing new mules of reducing this ants; or 


without the rigs of reviewing the merits of the* different plans that have already 2 55 
concerted, let us only conſider, i ina n way, the nature of the debt, and of the TO i 


been made to pay off the debt, which 20 to have . intended rather to divert the e the ſha thy 


and manner t of paying | it off. 


to diminiſh the debt, are a reaſon for thinking that the ſame ſyſtem continues. We cannot attribute it to want of 


poſſeſſed more than ſufficient power. We — 1 
attribute it to want of knowledge, becauſe the evil has been often canvaſſed, and excellent 


reaſonable concerning the end of the affair is this: when taxes become Very high, the Miniſter and 
Crown continuing to perſevere in paying, with ſtrict honour, the intereſt, a otion will be excited ; and th 
the nate wi; covet as a nation, bt ies honour, yet in order to get rd 2 Laue er 
longer, a revolution will take place that will {et 

the plan which 
keep the debt from riſing to an enormous pitch ; | uy ole ck groater „ 
the ſucceffion, and it may ſoon 
been made with the latitude of thedivinations of ancient oracles, 
they now are. We conſider them to be nonſenſe, . becauſe l 
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Lr have been in more 
ed, and the debt has i _ 


CEN The amount to which it may riſe there is no data u n which to calculate, and to 


ns of Government becoming bankrupt, is not to ſpeak very conſiderately. As long as 2 Government exiſts, 
m its very nature, it muſt, and will fulfil its a 
enſue, and a new Government, of 


different identity, and that is not reſponſible for Penner ie will de 


as the Government remains, che people who are ſtock-holders are ſufficien . r 
being done to themſelves. RO FORE it TOO Sven. — uruſt ceaſs, 'and . 24 
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The expences of all nations have been greater in times of war than of peace; and when 
mankind were but in a very rude ſtate, they learned from experience, the neceſſity of 
hoarding money in peaceable times, in order to be able to ſupport thoſe wars which they 


you be lodged in the people for a while. The näture too, of the people of England, which is peculiar to them- 
\ ſelves, 


is exceedingly likely to take ſuch a turn; and who can ſay what might happen, if other wars ſhould come, 
and make five millions more of taxes neceſſary. Some deciſive way ſhould be taken to 22 a chance of 
riſk to ſo glorious a conſtitution, and to 4 a family under which we are ſo happy 5 but there cannot be a 


man exiſtin ſo ſimple as to believe, or ſo hardened as to maintain, that unleſs methods are taken to 


reduce the debt, it muſt end in deſtroying itſelf, ſooner or later. It may be ſaid, that we cannot take more 


effectual methods than we do, that we are already over - laaded with taxes. Suppoſing we are inſulted by France, 
dare we reſiſt? Dare we declare war? No Engliſhman will doubt that we dare, and who is there that knows 

not that an increaſe of taxes will be the conſequence of the war, and ſuch an increaſe as would ſoon reduce the 
debt? We arecithepruined 47 N cannot defend ourſelves, or elſe we poſſeſs reſources ſufficient to reduce the 
debtto what it way jn the dayy of 

holders of ſtock, which, by the conſtitution, the ſubje&s of this country are bound to pay to Parliament? When- 
ever affairs come to that criſis, when the taxes are greater than the people will ſubmit to pay, the firſt thin 
muſt neceſſarily be, to renounce the authority of hs rown and the Parliament; but till they do that, the intereſt 
muſt be regularly paid. The debts are inſtantly then at an end; for ſtock-holders have no claims on a Govern- 


ment that ceaſes to exiſt, and that non-exiſting Government can have no claims on the ſubject; for as Parliament 
was the ſtep between the people and the ſtock-holders, theſe latter have no claims pn the former; or if they had, 


they would have no way of making them * d. The maſt diſtreſsful ſcene would then enſue that can be ima- 
gined; but diſtreſsful as it certai be, there is no doubt that it muſt one day happen, if effectual means 


dre not taken to reduce the debt. Every man of property in the kingdom is deeply concerned in an effectual 


plan being ſettled, and the holders of ſtock are colſectiyely, but not ſeparately, very deeply concerned. The 
eaſe with which property is bought and ſold, facilitated the increaſe of the immenſe ſtructure; but it prevents 
any bargain from being made with ſtock-holders upon the principle of their general intereſt, as every individual 


__ _ truſts to his own power of ſelling out whenever he pleaſes, and puts no value upon any evil that may arrive 
to the whole, at what they deem a diſtant dax. F ra Or i - Ts | 
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t wa; rge the Firſt, when the throne was ſtable, and the ſubjects were not oppreſſed. 
Let us again view this in another light. Is not the National Debt a debt of the Crown and the Parliament, to tho 
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NATIONAL DEBT. TW 


One is to uſe in trade, or to improve grounds, &c. &c. in which caſe a gain is generally pro- 


duced that pays the intereſt as it becomes due, beſides a profit, which, in time, repays the 


original debt, and leaves ſome gain remaining to the borrower, 


The other occaſion for borrowing money is merely to uſe 1 in living, i in expence, or in 


2afute;' in which caſe no profit is produced, and the borrower muſt pay both che intereſt 
capital from other funds or reſources, as itſelf produces none. 
This laſt mentioned cauſe for borrowing is ruinous in its nature, as the other, * wiſely 


| done, is advantageous ; and if loans of this ſort are to be contracted, it is moſt adva 
to borrow them at a hi 


for the purpoſe of carry 


rate of intereſt, to determine at a certain day. Money borrowed 
carrying on buſineſs, on the contrary, ſhould . be borrowed upon the loweſt 

rate of intereſt, as it is producing a fund to repay the capital ſum. . 
The nature of national loans are of the fir — that do not pay; therefore they mould 
7. not, they will continue 


to accumulate. 


"ie might have been ma 
this plan, it muſt have increaſed, unleſs as much money had. been levied in time of peace, 
as would pay off the debt contradted in the war before; but if this were done, it would be 


There is a future Chart of Annuities, which will explain this better ; but at this place we 
muſt conſider the nature of perpetual loans, when made by a nation to. carry on war. 

The effect which is before us in the Chart, is the natural one of perpetual loans; for tho 
ranaged a little better, or a little worſe, as long as it continued upon 


the fame. with annuities, becauſe it wal: be raiſing taxes to pay off, at a certain time, the 
Spies of 22 215 That N not bern done. content wich getting poſſeſſion of 
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and end at à certain 1 All loans, whatever may be their particular nature, come under 
e or other of theſe heads. There are likewiſe only two motives for borrowing money. 
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che! money, we ic have left to ue generations we trouble of repaying it ; and we have done 
that as a nation, for doing which, in his own private affairs, any individual would be branded IT 
with infamy. The borrowing of money where funds are eſtabliſhed to repay it, might, with 
ſtrictneſs of compariſon, be likened to a-mill*pool, which is found advantageous in applying 
the conſtant efforts of a ſmall ſtream, to the purpoſe of turning a mill, which does not 
always turn, and which requires more water than the ſtream can ſupply, during the time 
that it is at work. In this caſe the affairs of the nation might continue to go on; the en 
not then have a neceſſary tendency to deſtruction, as they at preſent have. ; 
The National Debt going on as it has done, forms a connection between time and the 
preſent government, that would not otherwiſe exiſt; for tho we no more know when it 
vill have completed its meaſure, than when the conſtant evaporation will uce rain, 2 
we know the tendency of the one is as certain as that of the other.“ This has often. ſog- N 
2 the idea of reducing gra gradually, what it would be er to leave in an increaſing 
te. We are juſt oping, that futurity is to be diſtinguiſhed by a greater degree of 
prudence and Wende, than the paſt That ĩt may be ſo every honeſt man muſt wiſh. The 
manner in which this prudence is to diminiſh the debt, is _> next N under the 3 
FFF onskEx. 
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» Tha lian f = ee of foi dolly but e Bags ro dries is right enough ; butoationipndtths 3 
it ſhould be government. The nation 1 a nation, we need be in no fear of that; but govern- 155 
ments do not always poſſeſs yp para ity. To. uſe the word nation then, is wrong, becauſe the exiſtence . 
of the nation does nat depend _ 9 an with re yy eng to the government, which does, it is not true: 
it is doubtful . hour 2 its exiftence i is equal to of our common hours, reckoning. by the life 
of a man, which four times told, is two hnndred "wand forty years. Some governments 2 not — 0 1908 | 
age. It might be a queſtion for thoſe who are curious, to reckon the average duration o E 
the * of the 5 1 would not 3 be found to be on the antideluvian 


% 


— 7 0 . — * 7 2 N 42 555 a SCE U r e Ay wy 9; A Merve : =o | 
A * lll 8 * * * 5 ö W e ** wh a D / GUERRERO AR REN REDD OG 
Kit Fa. us A *% * 1981 Tg 5 2 * a * 4 At & 5 by \ S & WW . $ 1 1 2 J 8 4 5 s b > : : * | * N 8 1 9 N N * 8. 881 4 was . * 1 47 n q MIC. l wag. wu 7 * » CET ** 8 + WT Aſs, , 0 » wad fn F eine 3 "FF 
0, 4 | 7 8 ; ? 'P ” 5 4 * 3 Wat 4 n 4 A 5 * * n ? ö , hs F : hed r N 8 : ? 5+ as 1 N N x q be, 5 * * Lark WY 
f 20 pe * Þ ; > 4 *Þ ! ; Ne SY) 1 y 
q . 1 7 9 $ 4 ” 
I of # , 5 a 
" - 
8 . 8 PR ” : n * Aa 
F , | 
7 REP k 
A w# 4 1 PI * 
Lf > o 
$ ; * 1 \ A} = N 
. \ s a A £ . 
* 4 * 
% » s 2 } 
, 4 0 
* 1 "x 1-4 o IS . 
; 5 * 9 * * * * * 
> * . 5 ; * ” 7 1 « 
— - ; 3 ” 5 
N - „ „ 4 4 "1 
N * * ” * 5 f a — g : : | 
« n i 9 L f ' 
4 { 7 * A 7 ! {+ Pi o 
5 N , 
„ n J ” + 4 
* * 1 * { 2 m . 
4 $ FA 1 bh, ? * 
1 » * 
\ 1 : + 2 9 f f 
i 4 i - 8 Ss pe 
% 1. . f 1 1 
4 \# 
* 2 i F 
i a 
4 4 4 14 
* . * | k 
4 0 . * 0 1 4 N 4 * 1 
CZ. 1 AF * N £ 5 8 5 1 
* tie e ee e e 8 | F | | 1 a7 
1 i 8 N 1 2,6 A f ; z 4 "i j of 
1 8 e | p F ; . | ” 1 
6 «4 "Rs 7 *; -#y * "5 
HD 7 * 75 %4 fn wg Fi f "the 1 8 5 4 ” * 4 - 4 
a 0 * je) n mg N $7: 9.597% 8 ; +444 
1 . ; ” 5 4 8 ” 4 3 $i « NH „ 1 N 83 1 TEN = 4 1 14 | 
; = . * PE | : a 3 4 . . ; EO He OWN; 1% 
2 ww oy ” { WG 5 ag get 0 : j 952 5 af : * $ ry [ 
a es I 2 4 ' ? "A 18 * Sg : 8 9 $ 4 * — * : — % 24 , - * * . 4 * Vu k * $ . : . , Z 
J 4 a 9 _ F # 5 > y * . . v 3: * 


Ki 
8 
2 
- 


* * Ii 0 x, 
; . 0 1 4 a 1 
is 7 0 
> * 1 ; \ 
: s | 4 4 4 4 k 1 
> 4 2 | 
4 1 1 
1 < | | : S 1" 
þ X . , off 
x . 5 þ 4 
5 | d 5 % 189 
75 \ 1 « £4 * To P T0 
5 8 1 * * 4 2} . 
o , wn” = 
* 7 4 - * > 1 
5 , j . R : + £1 
, 4 6 . N 
. 5 | © id : 3 Li 
. WW « : { ; , 72 . 
* fs * 1 1 
a 8 . } 
2 1 Ky $. 
* Bf i , 
#.+ > 
k 
* * 
. £ 1 * * o 1 
A * 
* »” - 
: : 4 } 
1 | | | , ; 
. 3 G x , * ; 
* i 4 


Wt 
1 
- 
. 
75 


* 
> 
CIT 
Pat Bo 
- 
o 4 
% 
0 
; 
* 
* * 
* 
4 
* 
L 


32 
% 
. 
mY 
? 
- o 
, 
- 
of 
> 
Fi 
= 
% 


. ; , 4 ” 
7 * 1 1 
* 8 1 K, * 4 = 
7 5 
. * Ss 3 1 > 
+ = - 
* FE An 4 * A 
* - 
- : N 7 
. ; 
5 
* . ＋ * 7 \ 7 1 1 * * 
4 C 4 oe 1 . £* 
/ 2 1 k 0 1 4 » 1 
5 © . - ö * 
1 * 
* Ss 5 4 
. 7 5 
2 0 
: 8 4 . * : ” 9 A 1 . 2 , 4 
. x To | iy 
* 0 7 : * 
6, OE ag 6 $ £ x 
1 5 * 9 J Ty * 2 IF * 
* 1 N * y 1 
; 1 * 
F SELL ES 13 y ; Bhs , 4 
% J A * * - 
; : | N ; . 8 q * 5 3 
S g ; — 1 4 BN : 
* ? * £ þ 1 . „ ned — x # 
+ * - * 9 
, f ; 8 * 5 ' ; 7 4 4 1 
F a P „11 * a * *, 13 
1 4 90 
? WW, * 1 
- 1 LON "#4#t 7 4 % q 3 
5 > 
5 ; * 
« 4 8 . 2 
" 34 ; TS 4.58 
- £ $47 w Whew. 4 & ” 1 tf 
a 22 . - > » F/ 
: 1 ' 74 
; £ CO) , + s t © £3 
0 i 4 
x 
' ; : ; 5 47 
* , * 4 * 1 , 
P 9 1 4 # 
* REG) , — 1 bs * Ls 
: L 7 
** * . > "2 
Pg : f d 5 ns , 4 * 7 * k 
— A Ws . *% : 5 $ * wee 5 2 ” 5 
1 1 . 
| 25 87 f 5 : g 
pn . * x 3 . * * a * 
py - F * v 9 a * * 
— ; 7% 1 b * 1 5 2 * | 
»j 44. 2 »” : 4 4 p 5 
. $3 * * o 4 
« 5 f 
83 * » " b 4 
* 5 oy 5 x 4 4 - "* 
KR 1 t + F * 5 
* WTF 2 : . " * 1 1 
X : ; 9 . p 11 ö 1 
* 9 5 $ 1 LF 
4 * * : 0 *. 
1 } 2 , 5 
o 8 N ? 1 F 
* * * A * 14 
. 4... ; 27 ; A 
+ * - ” o 
28 — " £4 Z 1 1 » 9 6 1 
* — 4 1 
A \ * 1 1 
Wa 7 f 
» s 1 . * 4 * 7 1 
8 1 ; 45 $$ 
s x ; 2 * ok 4 7 
- 4 * 
1 1 % 
4 * £ a E * 2 * F 7 
F ” 4 py by 1 ) - * * 4 * 4 
* 5 f 
£ F "4 
. 
: wy * * ſ 
8 4 . r 
1 el * 8 2 : Bd 7 
ö MO oor CA, er ES * 1 8 ; ; 
* bu; Is 4 * wo 4 PE 3 * A 4 3 N 3 * f : RF 2 # 
4 a ; * 7 > » 7 » + U - * * Gam . * * 5 
. . 1 b . 4 
2 — + hy » s 
. 4 3 * 7 g N * 5 2 . "y ? + 2 , . 9 . 
wy * 2 P * oy N 4 
. 
8 1 + * 9 — 4 
* q 
as * 4 - 
9 
a5 4 
hs * 
+ 
s „ 
5 * 
1 
5 * 
© o 
\ _— 2 
4 
* \ i * 
* - 
, 4 Ly 
* 7 


* 


e 4 g N 6 8 8 p 0 1 N n 8 ; | enn 8 
r K oor rt rang Tm oem pw wp au rn r y oh rw wer my, gl err rar ww fr ers fn wary om wg eu es rg WA GAGA OY Foe 
* 8 n "or * ln aan ; p TA" ; : A 1 3 * 1 4 r $2 1 | . , i 4 = ' 4 f Pte * "i A | p . 


CO TROY a RTE IP AD AIRS 
n 


rr DIGITS NN Nee 82 . =. Ct 
- 2 on Tp aan Dd Toe F 5 ge N 
8 7 £42 3 * N * ab hs 2 * * 25 5 1 N TN N 3 r 
* ts * * . Re REED hors 3 L e 3 ; N \ —5 , Carbs be : 


"2 
| 7 2 
* 
* 
12 
- 2 
© 
3 4 - © 
© * 8 
* 
* 
% 2 
3 
5 
2 
3 
— 
. & 


7 


* 
* 
e er! 


1 rn mp 


FE 


oy * 
7 


o 


>: Ps 


. 
* 


NN N 


4 


= 


Dr * FA it 
WW AY 


. 


— 


TTL £4 
N 


Tu 


: 


7 


* 
9 Fs 
TW 


5 


x 


2 


"uy 


nog yr 


1 


it 


: 
25 


a 
> 
* 
* 
8 RY SY 


74 


era 


— 


* 


e 


* 


e 
7 


ID 


=. 


+ x 
UF) 


82 


„ 
6 
6 
mad 
= 


T7 


dry pile as 


F 
* 


7 


* 
1. 


9 


. 
alt wh 


* 


ITS r 
W —— 


I" n 
IN. the. — „ r 


Ls 1 The ts 
9 * 45 W 28 
- 
* 
«* - 


1 "Is. . * . . ry 7 „ - k _ : % PO, 
4 . f N % 4 „ ; * = 1 
. 6 * *% Sh * . I 7.4 


"FUE 2 Lain ö - 4 LE AS aud. 1 F 
Pg "A 72 F FA WO ESE AG AAS $5 4 WW? oo Py Ser Hogs] hoe 1. 


ee e ee e een eee OWE OPERATION n Mo. 
| | 5 5 * 17 5 I 8 E 5 | A ef | J YR 
| * to the Reduttion of the' mn Yr 
71 "FL t is the ſcale.e exactly | 
ö 1 repreſents the no miſtake or p 
18 4 . n the duo an exact com „ i WT re 
| | 2 manner in which the debt will diminiſh. The 
of years from which the numbers at the bottom begin, is the year. on 2 1 
1 ration. of the fund np react; The curved line by which the blue part is F 
1 in which the debt will decreaſe; It may perhaps be obſerved that this line does not #; 
4 agree with ſome pur arg have been made; but let it be conſidered, that calcul « 
J have differed from one another, and that very bly, the operation of the fund irſelf | 
=_ have the preſumption not to with either. This curve, however, reckoning the probable 
4 _ expence of management, the inconſiderable annuities that will fall in, is very near the 
' calculation; and the moſt pertinacious cannot ſay that it differs two years from that on which 
| the fund was inſtituted. Every calculation reſpecting the payment of the debt, muſt in ſome. 
be founded upon „as there are two things that operate which are not . 
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— The value of the 
> depend; ſo chat it is impoſſible to be certain within a ſmall ſum, or to a ſhort | 
This line is corrected by what ſeems a probable allowance for the inaccuracy. - 
| ration af Mis fund, the nibney raiſed by tates will be pleti 

p as it was when the whole revenues of England were not above one-tenth of what t 
are at preſent, or as it has been at any former period. It is not only conſiſtent with the nature 
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, the curve which the p. 
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ertain, that future wars wilt occaſin future debts, 
r fixed principle founded on former experience; 


they will accumulate as faſt as they have 
7 debt deſcribed from the year 172 
3 4, whit will continue to i : 
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Tho“ the debt dil not ariſe in a regular curve line, yet , 
curve, and it is better ta do it, both for accuracy and c nc E 1. 
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to the Crown; but it does not ap 

give any uneaſineſs. It is certain . 
_ ceſlary = the miniſter to pleaſe the people; and miniſters have not unfrequently owed ſome 

ſyſtem may ſtill prevail, or whet 
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would be equally as uſeleſs as it would be falſe; the exact diminution is not only 3 0 
inal line of the _ 
ayment of the preſent debt, but it is rendered ſtill more uncertain by the increaſe of the ne, 
debt, the quantity of which depends upon the tranſactions of men perhaps yet unborn. That 
all theſe quantities together will enter into the problem is certain beyond any diſpute ; and as _ 
their exact amounts are unknown, we have ſtated them at what paſt experience makes moſt *. 
.. probable. This Chart therefore may be ſaid truely to ſhew the nature and principle of the 
operation, which is the thing moſt effential to be known; and while it ſhews the principle 
with a . 
While this progreſſive diminution of the capital of the _— on, the intereſt will go 
on in a contrary direction; for it will increaſe with rapidity, the burthens of the ſubje&t 
will continue to be more heavy, till the laſt moment that all the debt is paid off; by which 
time, according to this Chart, it will be annually about eighteen millions: thus, 9,200,000 
I, ooo, ooo 3, 500, ooo 4 2, 500, ooo 18, 200, ooo. Thus is 3 the intereſt of the new 
debt at a very reaſonable rate. We ventured to ſuppoſe that the inſufficiency of former at- 
tempts to pay off the debt, had ariſen from the political ſecurity that it is ſuppoſed to afford 
r that it will be an affair of ſuch rapidity as needs to 


to be found, on account of the two uncertain quantities that compoſe the ori 


ccuracy, the particular amount is ſhewn with all probable exactneſs. ns 


t the government of England is ſuch as to make it ne- 


pularity to their og cant endeavours to reduce the debt. Whether the ſame 


as the funded million is to a ſpeedy reduction of the debt, it has not been 


King, whatever he may be to his country. 
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er it does not, thoſe who are in the ſecret know beſt. Ap- 
Pearances, however, are in favour of the ſuppoſition that the plan is not e e for unequal 

ought proper to 
render it abſolutely impoſſible to alienate it; but the miniſter who does venture to apply it to 
- another purpoſe, will be a traitor to his 
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This Chart is intended as a viſible proof of the aſſertion; © | + |! af 1 
: _ - The period of fifteen years, which we have choſen, 'is but a very ſhort one, perhaps rather 
| ſhorter than is proper; but the reaſon for adopting it in this Chart. was, that upon annuities - 
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pf ſifteen years, loans are worth nearly about double the legal intereſt; and therefore the pro- 
portion being the moſt ſimple of any, is the beſt for reaſoning upon. Another thing is, that 
as we are ſeldom bleſt with fifteen years of continued peace, the beſt thing that could 4 5 
is, for the annuities of one war to be falling in at the time that the debts of another are in- 
curred. If this were the caſe, a new war would not increaſe the debt, unleſs it were more 
expenſive than the former one; and even then, it would only inceaſe it by the exceſs of the 
expence of the ſecond war. if at any time peace laſted for fifteen years, the debts, how- 
ever great, would then be entirely at an end. The advantages of this mode of borrowing 
are not felt at firſt; for, during the firſt lifteen years of the debt it would be a double burden, 
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year 1703 the intereſt would have vo deabie, z in the 3 year 1720 it would have been neither 

more nor leſs than it really was; and by the year 1730 it would be ended altogether. When 

the war in 1739 began began, the debt began againalſo; and tho intereſt, counting at ten per cent. 
en ve 


"would have 


but in the year ninety, 1 
one million per annum; 


'fakt, it would never have amounted to What it was, according to the 
3 ſyſtem, till within a few years of the end of the American war; and at this pre- 
moment 


we ſhould pay rather hore than we do (not with the funded million and all); 


_ ones and — millions. 


This is not more mortifying chan it is p 


of men to inſiſt u 


is, in four years, we ſhould begin to pay leſs, at the rate of 

in the year 1799, if there aroſe no new war, we ſhould not 
have a ſingle farthing to pay, inſtead of ten millions two hundred thouſand pounds, which we 
mall have to pay annually for ſixty yearn to fog Wi Ig in that time to the ſum of of fix 
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pon the concluſion from theſe facts. 


It may be worth while to conſider from what motives a nation compoſed of individuals, 


rich, provident, and induftrious, in-their private capacity, could, with eyes open, run into 


ſo ruinous a ſnare; how they could be - perſuaded and led into a ſcheme ſo evidently bad, 


| and when another ev idently better lay before them. 


The original cauſe no doubt exiſted in the conſtitution. The miniſters of England, with. 


out ſufficient virtue to ſtand boldly forth, and lay on heavy taxes that were temporary, 


ferred their own popularity to the proſperity of their country. A few endeavours to a 
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| "EY de bulk of the money bas been be ep, with moſt inge 
The bulk money has been borrowed on perpetuity, to 
| inſignificant portion on annuities, to pleaſe the people. 232 (gh 
ſhifts and oper proſperity be united and reconciled ; it is as . 
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Thib is in real and nt in nominal millions; and as —— enable: paid, it Com- 
pares more readily and eaſily with the other affairs of the nation: which are all in — 
tranſactions. Beſides ſhewing the line in which the debt increaſed, it 0 a diſtinct idea of 
the duration of peace, as well as war, compared with each other. he ſhort intervals of, 
peace which we have enjo ed fince the year 1739, and the rapidity with which we have con- 
tracted debt in the time of war, affords a certainty, that a _ is not to be expected, 
nor a long war endured. The whole of this progreſs clearly s, that the ſyſtem of bor- 


: xever to pay, is a moſt ruinous one; for the terms we now "oY for intereſt would 4 
NES ing. Suppoſing the ' 
real debt of England to be 2 50 millions, which has been contracted in ninety-eight years, 


Pto carry on our wars for ever, without borrowing one fa 


then it is fair to ſuppoſe, that leſs than three millions annually would have ſupplied and paid all 
expences. As the caſe now is, the 2 50 millions are to pay. The intereſt ready aid has 
amounted to more than that ſum ; and the annual expence is, and will continue to be more 


than three t times that ſum. Let it not be conceived that the caſe i is tated thus, in order to 
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ls Chart makes a figure the other affairs of the nation, not unlike the figure 
of Death in Holbein's picture. It is formidable, and threatens deſtruction to the whole 
group, of which it makes a parte RR ROT gs. 
If the review of our paſt debt did not afford a pleaſing object for the eye, this future pro» 
ſpect is not calculated for its relief. There is indeed one comfort, that it poſſibly may not 
happen. There is a poſſibility that there may be no more war for fifty years to come, and 

that we may be allowed to pay our annual ten millions in peace, till the debt is extinct; and 
this poſfbility is the only ground on which we have to reſt our wearied attention; for, ac- 

. cording, to probability, the line in which it is here repreſented as increaſing, is the one that 

will take place. This is the ling of intereſt, ſuppoſing the old debt to diminiſh, and the new to 
Increaſe, in the manner repreſented in the Chart & the operation of a Sinking Fund'of an 
unalienable Million. 1 = 1 : * 1 0 ry 


The famous picture of Hans Holbein, called the Dance of Death, in the fore-ground of which is Henry 
O08 3 France in the midſt of his courtiers, and the figure of Death aiming a dart at that illuſtfious 
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the whole of this time, that is, from the 


pay about one thouſand. and fift 
hundred millions, 85 


more; that is, in all 340 millions, which is a little more o 
Paid. And theſe 340 millions would have paid the expences 4 our wars, if we had not en- 
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| The part fiained of a blue colour, is the intereſt of the preſent debt, which ville continue 


che ſame till the whole is paid. The yellow repreſents the annual million; and the pale red 


is the intereſt of the firſt portion of new debt, as the deep red is that of the ſecond. During 
ginning to the end of the paying off, we ſhall 
pounds. We have paid already about three 


ty. millions .0 


the time of paying that off, we ſhall, according to the 2 7 1 of aue I wo ge 
7 than one-fourth of the whole 


Joyed the conveniency, and ſuffered the evil attending loans of the fort that ve have con- 


. 2 Let us now conſider how much we ſhould have had to pay upon annnities of fifteen 


As they do not continually increaſe like the others, and the preſent debt would be 
Ir an en in thirteen years, it would begin again, and go on as it has done; and in that caſe, 
in ſeventy years more it would eg in all, to 525 ions, which is a great ſum indeed, 


but w_ half what it will be by perpetual loans; it would fave 775 millions. This 1s not. 5 


1 a curately to work; but if we did go as accurately as poſhble, the concluſion would 
the NR that 1 It is, with this difference, that it would be ſo difficult to get at clearly and 
diſtinctly, that it would not be generally read at all; and if the knowledge of the fubjed 


continued to be confined to a. few, the national affairs might ſtill be miſmanaged in the 
| ſame manner that Le __ bets qd the e id the . and at * ee of the 
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E ich — in all above thirteen hundred millions, in one hundred and ſe- 
venty years. Let us alſo conſider how much actual money there will have been borrowed 

and uſed in that time, and we ſhall find it little more than one-fourth of the ſum that has 
been paid. Already we have borrowed and uſed one hundred and eighty real millions. In 
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This Chart, however, was only meant to ſhew us what burthens we may exf 
a piece of knowledge which can- 
though it would be expecting too 
| ne that the modes of borrowing money will be altered, in conſequence of ß 
any thing that may be ſaid upon the ſubject by an individual. 5 5 


dure, and to point out the great evil of 
not be too much ſtudied, or too univerſally diffuſed; 
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is FELL 1000 laid before Parliament of the ſervices of che di 

years. "The amount depends much upon whether there is war or peace; and there- 

fore the black lines are made at the top of the Chart, to ſhew when it was war. The two 
'  _. terminations of theſe lines mark when the wars began, and when they ended; where they are 

= - not continued, it was Te | 

| Theſe grants are the original form in which the national debt exiſted. The manner is 

oY ſhortly thus: Troops, ſhips, &c. are firſt voted by Parliament, for the ſervice of the 3 
1 5 year, and eſtimates made from the votes, are laid before the Houſe, and whatever they : 
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amount to more than the receipts of the Treaſury, is borrowed; the Parliament laying on - 
taxes to the amount. of the intereſt. If the _ 8 leſs than that intereſt, che "a FR | 
| 6 ciency is ſupplied by additional ones next year; y amount to more, the ſurplus is | 


7M pplied to the intereſt of the next loan; or if it hs =o peace, and no loan is wanted, - 

. it is applied to paying off debt, unleſs * Miniſter finds ſome better uſe for it. EY | 
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makes a conſiderable part of the ſervices in the former Chart, and riſes the ſame years that it 
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EXPENDITURE OF THE NAVY. 


A hag blue part of this (which is for maintenance, tare and wear) increaſes and diminiſhes 
the expence of the Navy. The upper line meaſures the whole expenditure on the Navy ac- 
count, but it does not go in the actual ſhape in which the expences were contracted. The dark 

pak up in theſe years, tho' it was contracted the years preceding. This 


riſes, tho” not exactly in the ſame proportion. This alſo is taken from the accounts of eſtimates 
hid before Parliament; and it muſt be allowed that it gives a very diſtin& notion of the 


manner in which our naval affairs increaſed or diminiſhed, both with regard to men and mo- 
ney. From the nature of the Navy, the extraordinaries, as they are called, muſt vary much in 
different years. The expence of building ſhips is great, and their fate when built, uncertain ; 

' which has occaſioned an impoſſibility of eſtimating the expence before hand ; but paying in 
navy bills, prevents that neceſſity, and alſo prevents Parliament from having that controul over 


the diſburſements that it has over the other branches of public expenditure. 
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in proportion to the number of men employed; ſo that it marks the ſtrength, as well as 
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| HIS Chart riſes and falls like that of the Navy, only more ſuddenly. It would be very 
defireable to know the numbers of troops retained in pay at different times; but the | 
tes and papers laid before the Houſe, do not ſtate it with ſufficient accuracy, to enable 
us to do that. . ee 15 Fn 
The expenditures of the Army ſeem to have been very great, when we confider the num- 
ber of men, and their pay. Suppoſing there were 100,000 men employed, at 48. a day, one 
with another, officers and men, it would not have amounted to the expence, either in Ger- 
many, or during the laſt war in America.“ But the different expences, of varieties of kinds, 
for hired troops from Germany, &c. &c. make it very difficult to compare the number o 
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Expence of the ORDNANCE fam 2722 to the Year 1785. 
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IS, like the three former Charts, is made out from the yearly Accounts laid 
Houſe of Commons; like thoſe too, it riſes in time of war; and has, like the m, not re- 


turned to its former low eſtabliſhment. 

The people, in every different line, are intereſted in raiſing the conſequence of their depart- 
ment ; and example is COntageous, when ſeconded by inclination or by intereſt. This parti- 
þ 2 bs latel the attention of the nation, and has given us a proof, that 

men 1s againſt depending on fortifications; which muſt have more 
mo — 2 that can be ſaid on the ſubject. There ſeems to be ſomething very 
odd in the increaſe of expence of the different eſtabliſhments, when the pay of men is not 
reaſon for it. "An our national 
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point, will get at it in time, unleſs ſome miniſter who 
fortitude and virtue to do right, with the confidence of the people for his ſup- 


3 
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-CHART OF EXPORTS, BALANCE OF TRADE, AND 
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"HIS Chart is only meant to repreſent, in one view, ſome of the principal features of the M0 
| ſtate of England. The amount of our exports, the balance in our favour, and the | BE GE 
national debt, are of conſiderable importance, and have a natural kind of connection; at leaſt, e 
2 ve have reaſon to wiſh for a continuance of that proportion, which has, during the firſt ſe- ihe 

venty years of this century, attended us in a very proſperous career, , or WeÞ: _ 
The trite reflection, that times are worſe, which is almoſt _ common in proſperous _ e 
N as unlucky times, muſt give way when oppoſed to matters of fact; but unfortunately, they e 

| ere not opponents in this caſe, and the fact but warrants the juſtice of the complaint. This om 
Chart ſpeaks ſo diſtinctly for itſelf, that there is no occaſion for remark. Let every man draw '  ÞF: 

the concluſion that his own 39 7 ſuggeſts; that is the intention of rendering viſible to the . 
eye thoſe ſubjects; only let it be remembered, that the two lines relating to trade, are from 2 
. the cuſtom-houſe books, that if they are in ſome degree wrong, it is not in the proportion they x 
FF bear to each other.“ The ſtate of the debt is exact, or very nearlly ſo. This, therefore, is _ 
© n not afalſe but a true repreſentation, as farther obſervations might be deemed an infult to the & 14 
underſtanding, and an ungenerous triumph _ the misfortunes of our country. 1 1 „ ng 
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8 At no time has there been any ſettled proportion, but tolerably near, *till the begining of laſt war, . . — 
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. Dublin, 1 May, 1786. 


; I have been from home for ſometime paſt, aud did not receive your oF 
Javour until cy, which prevented my giving an immediate anſwer. | 


o 
* 


1 am much flattered by your approbation of the Revenue Charts | | 15 
formed on your Plan, and have not any objettion to your making what uſe _—_ 
of them. They have not been offered to ſale in Ireland, and few: copies diftributed. * 


* 


> / 
* 


/ 


| Be þo good to ket me know if you determine on publiſhing them. 1 
will bring them up ſo far as the Accounts will admit, end ſend a copy over within 
4 very. Mort period after hearing from you. 


* 


* 


Believe me, Sir, very truely, 
on | Pour obliged humble ſervant, 
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1 5 JAMES CORRY. 
To William Playfair, E.. TT” 
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„ HE liberty you were pleaſed to allow me of peruſing ſome original Papers _ . 
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THE RIGHT HONORABLE JOHN FOSTER, BE” 


* 
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© SPEAKER OF THE HONORABLE THE HOUSE OF COMMONS OF IRELAND. | . =_ 


| : EMS: 
* 4 
, 4 - * p £ a ; i i. 
. ; . * 
. 1 | . 
| | | | | 


of your Grand i 
Accountant-General the Houſe of Commons have ſo frequently given the moſt : 
honorable teſtimony, and who firſt reduced the Public Accounts into the form in 
which they have been ever ſince laid before Parliament, has enabled me to form 

the following Charts of the Revenue of Ireland, which 1 humbly preſume to lay 


before you; ſubmitting them with all poſſible reſpect and gratitude to your con- Le 
ſideration. e A 


ather, Mr. Buxcn, of whoſe abilities in the ſtation ß 
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I have the honor to be, Six, e 
TT | | 5 #7 311.608 
And moſt devoted ſervant, | LR 
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> Charts of Revenue are done after the manner of Mr. PLaveais's Charts 
Ka 3 5 4 40 their uſes are well deſcribed in the following extracts from the preface 
is wor AE; 5 dr ww ®F 2 nd", Rats „ 
The giving form and ſhape to what otherwiſe would only have been an abſtract idea, has 
age; it has often rendered eaſy and accurate 
* a conception that was imperfect in itſelf, and acquired with difficulty. fad 8 
Information that is imperfectly acquired i is generally as imperfectl [pe IRS ; and a man 
© who has carefully inveſtigated à printed table finds, when done, that he bas only a very 
1 faint -— partial 1 of what he has read, and that like a figure imprinted on ſand it is ſoon 
1 1 amount of e in money are capable of being as eaſily repreſented i in draw- 
* ing as 2 part of ſpace, or as the face of a country, though till now it has not been at- 
©. tempted. | | 
No Theſe Charts were made on \ that principle ; and while they give the moſt ſimple and diſ- 
tc tinct idea, they are as near perfect accuracy as is any way uſeful. Though pence and far- 
things are neglected, and larger ſums are not we defined, yet Rill they are ſufficiently 
accurate. 5 
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150. CHARTS OF THE/REVENUE OF IRELAND. 


On inſpecting any one of theſe Charts attentively, a ſufficient diſtinct impreſſion will be made 
e to remain unimpaired for a conſiderable time, and the idea which does remain will be a 
cc. 1 one, at once including the duration and the amount. : vet 

Men of great rank or active buſineſs can only pay attention to general outlines, nor is at- 
<« tention: to particulars of uſe any farther than as they give a general information; and it 


* is hoped, that with the aſſiſtance of theſe Charts, ſuch information will be got, without 


the fatigue and trouble of ſtudying the particulars of which they are compoſed.” _ 


CHART of the REVENUE collected by che COMMISSIONERS of CUSTOMS and 
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returns made 0 his ſueceſſor. The public accounts ſince the time of their being printed , 
have ſupplied t e remainder. fi n een ein 7 nor ge s 
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CHARTS OFTHE REVENUE, OF. IRELAND. oO 


Soon after the-laft of theſe cee rants were made, he Parliament was diflolyed, and 15 
during the ſpace of twenty-ſix years no Parliament fat in Ireland u che year 1692, when 
the inereaſe of the civil and military eſtabliſhments, and other charges of Godard ernment, ing 
© conſiderably exceeded the produeę of the hereditary revenue, the rown/found it neceffa 
call upon Parliament. for further ſupplies, which being granted on arricles ſubje& it the . 
3 to hereditary, duties, were cal led ADDITIONAL DvuTtts, and their produce was given for dne, 
I 1 0 two, or three years only, and renewed every ſeſſion, without further extenſion, until after the 
3 ; rebellion in 171 5% when de enen of Ireland paſſed a vote of credit for the ſiim of 2 5 000. 
E to enable his. Myely to ed the Kingdom i into a, poſture of defence apainſt the invahon with 
which it was then chr eatened . This vote of ctedir 1. Conſideretl às che Srigin of a'national debt in 
agdom, and as it was toberailed by loan, bearitis ah annual intereſt, certain duties were af. 
eee granted to defray that intereſt and fink Hs og pal; theſe duries have incteaſed or | 9 5 
decreaſed from time to time as the debt has riſen or llen, and are diſtinguiſhed- in the pub- | 5 
lic accounts un ger gh ritle 0 title of Loan Doris. „ By 
Excluſive of there are other additional duties granted and appropriated for 1 ul 
the encouragement of arts . ſciences, for the promoting and extending trade and induſtry, C "| | 
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and for the general improvement of the oountfy! The produce of theſe ArrRORIATED 
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| 
Durizs are not applicable, to'any ſervices of Government, but muſt be a lied to the parti- | 
= uſes to which they art directed by Parliament. PP roles Pe 1 5 | 
. Theſe ſeygral branches of revenut are collected b — 45 the Commiſſioner Cuſtoms * Breif; — 5 5 HH. 
cha pon and authorities deſcribel in acts paſſed'i in the reign of Charles the Second, and Ri 
ſeveral ſubſequent acts; except ſome very Gaal part of the alt- rats and caſual revenue, paid Al 
hy the ſubj ect dire rectly into the Treaſury, and uy the duties "I nn. wrought plate ] 
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The Egerer of Cox Aerion varies FEY a number of cauſes, ariſing from the kuctustion 
of ere the increaſe o taxes, and the many impoſitions attem al in order to evade them 
wa” 3 exp ce of 1 it, under the title of. management, wit! all drawbacks of Heroditary” 


4 all ſuch bounties as are from time to time charged upon the revenue at large, are 
defrayed 25 1 the Bay revenue only, and their amolint is deſcribed by a line drawn 
thro\ ſpace repre | the hereditary revenue: this line points out to the eye by the 
| bread e it a the 5 ttom line of the Chart, what proportion of that revenue is 
ea 55 purpoſes in its tranſit to the Treaſury. To this Chart is added a ſmall table 

1 cale of . Mating by a line the rate | Which the expence of collection of the total · 


e management of the Commiſſioners, bears to the revenue collected by 
HE 8 co 1017 8 cent. and 1 thout 15 pie t Nn oe: 


ſti 21 » T3 14 20 11 17 4 ES” TY 


amp Office; and- 1s dor be obſervers, that Fa the expence 7 275 rolleffion the fre in nada 
for o dle barg ſtamped vellum, parchment, and paper, and alſo the allowance of dif ur 
to purchaſes of ſtamps of the value of C. 10 and upwards, are not included, OR 
The Srabtr Doris are certain rates; impoſitions and charges paid for marking and ſtamp 
vellum, | rare —4 5 which are engroſſed, written or printed, certain articles, 


matters or things cribed by law, and are collected by Commiſſioners a ppointed f 
by the Lord 4 or 2 ler cher governor, and by them pad into the T reaſury, i in 95 
the revenue. 5 
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CHARTS OF THE REVENUE OF IRELAND. 13 J 
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cHAxx of the REVENUE and EXPENCES of the NATION. 


The annual revenue or income of the nation, applicable to the ſervices of Government, con- 
fiſts of the net produce of the hereditary revenue and additional duties, together with the 
—_— and pells fee, antient ſalaries, and the tax of four ſhillings in the pound on Abſen- 
tees. The annual expences are compoſed of the net charge of the civil and military eſtabliſh- 
ments, and ſundry other charges contained in the public accounts, under the title of ex- 
traordinaries. | | 3: 
In this comparative ſtate of the annual public revenue and public expences, all receipts 3:48 
and payments on account of annuities, loans, lotteries, or any borrowed money whatſoever, 
are omitted ; likewiſe the ſurplus of the duties appropriated to pay the intereſt and expences 
1 1 thereof, ſuch ſurplus being ſet apart towards payment of the national debt; but the ſurplus of CR 
23 — all impreſt monies, being included in the extra charges, are deducted from the public ex- 


' CHART of the DEBT and CREDIT of the NATION. 


1 | The debt of the nation is ſtated from the vote of the Houſe of Commons on the report of 
E | . | the Committee of Supply, and the credit is ſtated from the report of the Committee of Ac- 
| counts. In the year 1773 there was raiſed by tontine £.265,000; in the year 1775 £175,000; 
and in the year 1777 £.300,000, making if the whole the ſum of £.740,000, which ſum is 
not included in this Chart, as it was ſunk by the ſubſcribers in conſideration of annuities, with 
benefit of ſurvivorſhip, and the principal does not now remain a debt. 
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